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3 | 0 iA; Rnsfulle earned pardon 

;NtC 0 $tVtRj--’‘ fh&iiMriai Btwstgjeney IRNX. ki iin abrupt revwsal of 
^ 'Bir .SataftSA; iferf aovefirt Salman Rushdie had earned a 

" im<ibtiMi forflrtng cwad lb MbSm 

B&Ualifc The mte w n t. tbott*h«*r too short 
of" a irp aitia ic^~b.;gcneCT^y seen u s aflkltn t naqgb hi warrant Ms 
. pardon liy the. masse* ia Itm hd elsewhere la (he world.'? EarBer reports 
.fry tte- eyr cnmiew -rca* teatncy nfat Rnbtfe’s statement feH short of the 
- apology- dwawdSd 6 j Frcsmat AG Ktentnd daring a Friday prayer 
semen (see page ffl. The SENA st ateme n t, mowto ret in Nicosia, mine at 
tlte w 7 erid:«mBnay dM Iranian newspaper noontvy saying 
that. (hie jjrice mrf M Rastoidhr's bead amounted to murder. The report aid 
the Fterajaa <fag ^;Ettda*a t wrote that “to pay one man to kffl another man 
Is msrdtr.id rptnAni and not a rdjgtousJy -hbpii td act.” Utrt was no 
reac tion final lrmhn officiate or decks to Rosbdie*s 







An mdejj^aert^rab political daily puts^^^'ihe Jo?&i3f||?iess Foundation 

. 4 ta-s>oll J j 1 1 jt <L> j i laVgffa ^j4waj ^ a ^ojG jljjjjb. 


BQibi makes Amman stopover 

AMMAN tJ.T.) — Arab League Secretary-General Chadli KHM Saturday 
made a stopover In at Amman's Qoeen Aha International Airport and held 
a brief round of talks with Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister 
Marwan AJ Qasem. The Jordan News Agency, Petra, q noted KUbl as 
saying that the rounding of the Arab Cooperation Council (ACC) grouping 
Jordan, Egypt, Iraq and North Yemen was a link in a ri»ln that would 
ensure total Arab integration. In a statement issued In Tubes Friday, Khbi 
cor pared the ACC with the Arab Maghreb Union, which was proclaimed 
Friday, and the Guff . Cooperation Council, and said all three would 
accelerate the Arab march towards unity. Kfibi stopped over in Amman on 
his way to Kuwait to attend a meeting of a six- member Arab League 
committee entrusted with finding a solution to the Lebanese problem. 
Jordan is a member of tbe committee, which was set op in January at the 
foreign ministers level. 
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Grown Prince, Rifai, Hindawi, Khasawneh, 
otherminisiers, officials hold talks with Mayor 

Kljti|b Queen, Mayor 
review UNESCO role 
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AWD^^J.T.) — Their Majesties King 
Hussein and Queen Noor Saturday discussed 
issues related to environmental protection 
and preservation of archaeological sites in 
Jordan with tbe head of the United Nations 
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Orga- 
nisatiou ^(UNESCO). 


Ip a meeting with UNESCO 
Director-General- Frederic© 
■Mayor, the King: and Queen also 
discossed posabitsy of . creating 
awareness of these issues through 
. the educational system in Jordan. 

Mayor briefed the King and 
Queen on UNESCO .activities in 
'the Kingdom pud- the,, organisa- 
tion’s globaL plans to raise public 
awareoess ^eu Viroainenlal and 
edncntiaiiai issues by-. die year 
2000 -. ^.:.. 

.The UNESCO director-general 
stressed Jordan^ great historical 
significance and thh heed to .ooo- 

■ tinue environmental ' protection 
and preseryafioh pf- tbe monu- 

■ mehts of tbe -Kingdom's heritage. 

■ May or^ jwfao visited : Petra Fri- 
day,' expressed deep appreciation 
of tibe hiacori^ r 'rigiufii^uace. of 
Tte anaent ■Nafeataerueity and 
: UNESCO’s iixierest in supporting 



HM King Hussein 

Jordan's efforts to preserve the 
archaeological monument'- 
through extending financial sup- 
port and experienced specialists. 

Mayor was die host of a confer- 
ence on protection of environ- 


ment held in Paris in October 
1988 in which Queen Noor deli- 
vered a speech on environmental 
issues. 

Earlier Saturday, His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Hassan 
met with Mayor and discussed 
with him the role that UNESCO 
could play in preserving the reli- 
gious and cultural heritage of the 
Holy City of Jerusalem, the Jor- 
dan News Agency. Petra, said. 

Tbe Crown Prince urged UN- 
ESCO to adopt measures to safe- 
guard Jerusalem's treasures, 
which are threatened with des- 
truction, Petra said. Prince Has- 
san also called on tbe organisa- 
tion to support the creation of a 
humanitarian order that guaran- 
tees human rights and ensure 
human dignity. 

Prince Hassan and Mayor re- 
viewed UNESCO's general prog- 
rammes around the world and 
aspects of cooperation with Jor- 
dan in the fields of culture and 
education. The meeting was 
attended by Deputy Prime Minis- 
ter and Education Minister Thou- 
qan Hindawi, the UNESCO rep- 
resentative in Jordan and the 
secretary general of the Higher 


(Continued on page 3) 







resolution 
practices 


i^nroiifiSnbNS; (a&k& 

—-The United States has. vetoed a 
Security CoubcH. '. resolution 
strongly deploring Israel's Actions 
in the occupied territories,. where 
‘ hundreds of- Palestinians have 
been IgfleiJ'.ra tfte l^month-olcf 
.uprising. : 7X.--V Z- ‘ . A. 

The vote on’ the resolution late 
Friday was_I4 in favour and bne 
..against; with -to abstentions. 

It was the first U JSL vqto since 
the Bush admrnjstration took 
: ’office_a -month : ago. : A 
- ’ The U.S. vetoed another re- 
solution critical' of Israeli, actions 
in the "occupied We^t^Bank and 
Gaza Slrip' in Fdbniary last year. 

. The , latest draft .would have 
strongly dep!ored.-lsraers‘ ‘persis- 
tent policies ahdjpractibes against 
the -Paicstini an people the 
Pdestinian tfemtaries” occupied 
-by Israel riprij I%7.‘ ; _ 1 
'. .It ^eferhed" especially: to the 
“violation of human rights, and in 
particular the -opening of fire that 
has resulted in .injuries and deaths 
^of Falestiriran’ -civilians , including 
^children." 

; Voting.for the ; resolution were: 
-Algeria^Brazil.Britam.Canada, 
.:Qtina;-Cok>mbia; ;EdBOpia, Fin- 
^land^Frahce, Malaysia ,- Nepal, 

' Senegal, the Soviet Union and 
'Yugoslavia. - ■ ■ 

.. ... Iiian effprt to avoid having the 
-Bush admiriKlration cast a veto-as 
it first' policy, statement on the 


Middle East,- the U.S. mission 
offered an alternative resolution 
that contained implied criticism 
of the Palestinian protesters in 
Jhe.occupied territories, as well as 
strong criticism of Israel. 

The U.S. alternative draft cal- 
led on Palestinians to accept their 
“share of responsibility” for the 
current cycle of violence, and be 
accommodating in seeking a 
peaceful resolution of "the 
problem... 

The non-aligned nations re- 
jected it and insisted on proceed- 
ing to a vote on their resolution. 

"We have made dear to the gov- 
ernment of Israel our opposition 
to certain Israeli practices, for 
example, expulsion of Palestinian 
residents, collective punishment, 
use of live fire in non-Hfe thre- 
atening situations,” said Herbert 
S. Okun, the second-ranking 
U.S. ambassador. 

But, he added, “acts of vio- 
lence perpetrated by Palestinians 
against Israeli soldiers and civi- 
lians are- commonplace.” 

The status quo in the occupied 
territories Was. dearly unaccept- 
able and the situation was in- 
herently unstable and must be 
addressed, ft could only be re- 
solved in the context of an overall 
negotiated settlement of the 
Arab-Israeli dispute, Okun 
stated. 

The vetoed resolution would 


have strongly deplored the “con- 
tinuing disregard by Israel” of 
past council resolutions and cal- 
led on it to comply with the 
Fourth Geneva Convention on 
the Protection ’ of Civilians in 
Time of War. 

The resolution would also have 
called for the exercise of max- 
. imiun restraint and affirmed the 
urgent need to achieve, under 
U.N. auspices, a comprehensive, 
just and lasting settlement of the 
Middle East conflict. 

Secretary General Javier Perez 
de Cuellar would have been 
asked to follow the situation by 
all means available to him. 

U.S. veto assailed 

A Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) group condemned 
the United States Saturday for 
vetoing the resolution. 

The Popular From for the Li- 
beration of Palestine (PFLP) said 
the veto would encourage Israel's 
repressive measures in the occu- 
pied West Bank and Gaza Strip. 

“While strongly condemning 
this decision, the PFLP stresses 
that such stand by tbe United 
States constitutes a flagrant en- 
couragement to tbe Zionist 
enemy ro continue its repressive 
actions against the Palestinian 
people,” a PFLP statement said. 


killed in Jerusalem 
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OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
f Agencies) An unknown 
assailant stabbed to death a Jew- 
, i&h settler near Jerusalem’s, wal- 
ledGldCitySaturday. 

Shlomr Cohen . 21 , was stabbed 
f inthel»art with a pocket knife at 
'3bdni 2 p . m; - as fearid a friend 
■walked outside the Old City wall, 
-pqfice said. 

V. .Cohen^ srruggl ed briefly with 
•his assailaht' aner the stabbing, 
.ran for .a few metres, collapsed 
and-died, : ; pQlice. said. When re- 
porteir^ aiji ved at. the. scene, 
CbfidDAsas Tying on the ground, 
-his_ ; body Acov ered by a. blood- 
stained white sheet. 

’.*■ Police ; ck>sed off entrances to 
the_CMd?CSly/ and said they had 
-rounde^up^inOTa than. 50 Palesti- 
■ uian-sttspwcsJv - — • * *■ 

..Cofienr.v^s the second Israeli 
kihed,in-Jenj5alem- since Decetn- 
bef t9S7 'etart of the Palestinian 
a Jewish 

s ^ t titty*ai56m"riea‘dby a Priesti- 
I u^ ^iaaah, and police said at; 
time &iad‘ nationalist mo- 

v 

Coiton ahcF his 'fiietid, <3avriel 
^SiiukfeLi 21^were walking ttpiriH 
^^^.^t^oed.fiye.jnra.wbo. . 

fjofite-saj&A 
i jrafi ahead . 


and waited for Cohen and 
Hanukka in a little alley way. 
There, they attacked Cohen, and 
Hanukka ran to get help,” said a 
police official. 

Cohen and Hanukka were 
from Maaiei Adumira,. a West 
Bank settlement east of Jeru- 
salem, police said. 

. The attack is expected to fuel 
tension between Arabs and Jews 
in Jerusalem. Since the start of 
the uprising, few Jews have en- 
tered the Old City and other 
areas of Arab Jerusalem for fear 
of being attacked. 

It also comes nearly two weeks 
before- Jerusalem’s municipal 
election which . Palestinian resi- 
dents have vowed to boycott as a 
sign of- solidarity with the up- 
rising. 

In southern Israel, police said 
they found the identity tags and 
some shoes belonging to a soldier 
missing since Thursday and 
feared dead. 

Avi Sasportas, 21, a paratroop- 
er, was. last seen near a road 
junction outside the town of 
. Ashkeion waiting for a lift to his 
hooise in Ashdod. 

Li., the West Bank, the Israeli 
army. clamped a curfew on Tul- 
karem town 1 and ..refugee camp 


and Palestinians reported anti- 
Israeli protests on the eve of a 
three-day strike called by under- 
ground leaders of tbe revolt 

A 14-year-old Gazan, Ahmad 
Khalil Al Yazuri of Rafah re- 
fugee camp, died in hospital of a 
gunshot wound received in a 
clash with troops earlier this 
week, the army and Palestinians 
said. 

Yazuri, a relative of jailed Isla- 
mic leader Ibrahim AJ Yazuri, is 
the third Palestinian protester 
from tbe Israeli-held territories to 
die in two days. 

At least 390 Palestinians have 
died in the uprising. 

Underground leaders of the 
revolt have called the three-day 
strike starting Sunday to assert 
the Palestinians' right to self- 
determination. 

Following the announcement 
of the death, the anny clamped a 
curfew on Yazuri 's neighbour- 
hood in Rafah to prevent pro- 
tests. 

■ In Gaza’s Jabaliya refugee 
camp, an 18-year-oid was shot in 
the chest during dashes with 
troops, hospital officials said. The 
boy was in critical condition and 
was transfered to an Israeli hos- 
pital, the officials said. 



Prime Minister Zaid Rifai Saturday holds talks with UNESCO 
Director-General Frederico Mayor in a meeting attended by Deputy 
Prime Minister and Education Minister Tbouqan Hindawi 


Deputy Prime Minister and Education Minister Thouqan Hindawi 
Friday presents the ministry’s Medal of the First Order to UNESCO 
Director-General Frederico Mayor (Petra photo) 


King, 

Mubarak 

exchange 

views 

AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Majesty King Hussein 
Saturday telephoned Egyp- 
tian President Hosni 
Mubarak. The two leaders 
exchanged views over issues 
of common interest. 


King grants amnesty to mark ACC founding 


AMMAN U-T.) — To mark 
this week’s establishment of tbe 
four-member Arab Coopera- 
tion Council (ACC), His Majes- 
ty King Hussein Saturday 
issued a decree ordering the 
release of all administrative de- 
tainees and all prisoners who 
have served more than half 
their respective sentences. The 
decree ako reduced by half tbe 
sentences of those serving pris- 
on terms, the Jordan News 
Agency, Petra, said. 

Prime Minister Zaid Rifai 
Saturday issued related in- 
structions to the concerned au- 
thorities, Petra added. 

The prime minister chaired a 
Cabinet meeting Saturday 
evening and briefed the minis- 
ters on Ihe AGC founding meet- 
ing by the leaders of Jordan, 
Egypt, Iraq and North Yemen 
in Baghdad Thursday and the 
roles the King and the other 
ACC leaders played to bring 
the pan-Arab plan into being. 
Petra said. 

The Cabinet decided to send 
a cable of support to the King, 
the agency added. The council 


endorsed the ACC agreement 
and the decision will be submit- 
ted to the King for signature. 
The Cabinet also derided to 
issue postage stamps to com- 
memorate the founding of the 
ACC. 

The King received more 
cables of congratulations Satur- 
day on the proclamation of tbe 
council. Among the senders 
were Chief Islamic Justice 
Mohammad Mheilan, Civil De- 
fence Director Khaled Taraw- 
neh, and the heads of municipal 
councils, representatives of 
Jordanian organisations and 
key public figures, Petra said. 

The cables described the 
creation of the ACC as a 
crowning of King Hussein’s 
continued efforts to unite the 
Arab World and raise its inter- 
national standing, Petra said. 

Petra also carried statements 
made by provincial governors, 
heads of local councils and pri- 
vate and public organisations 
paying tribute to the King’s 
efforts to unite the Arab Na- 
tion. 

The council took birth 


Thursday with the signing of its 
charter by the King, Egyptian 
President Hosni Mnbarak, Ira- 
qi President Saddam Hussein 
and North Yemeni President 
Ali Abdullah Saleh. 

Tbe ACC is founded with the 
aim of increasing Arab coop- 
eration in economic affairs and 
advancing efforts for pan- Arab 
economic integration within the 
framework of the Arab League 
Charter. 

Madaba Governor Khalil 
Khreisai said the creation of 
the ACC was a practical step 
reflecting collective Arab action 
aimed at e nhancin g Arab soli- 
darity. It was also in line with 
the principles of the Great 
Arab Revolt, he said. 

Madaba Mayor Ahmad 
Quteisfa voiced similar senti- 
ments and said Jordanians take 
deep pride in the great achieve- 
ment. 

The establishment of the 
ACC also continued to draw 
wide acclaim in other parts of 
the Arab World Saturday. 

Newspapers published in 


Iraq, Egypt North Yemen and 
Qatar gave prominence to the 
historic event, describing the 
economic grouping as based on 
solid foundation, lending furth- 
er strength to the Arab Nation. 

The Al Thawra, Al Jumhur- 
iea and Qadisieh newspapers of 
Iraq said that new group pos- 
sesses all elements of success in 
view of the great manpower 
and natural potentials and the 
determination by the lead- 
erships ot the four countries to 
attain progress and develop- 
ment. 

The dailies said that the 
council was essential to offset 
any difficulties that might arise 
as a result of the formation of 
economic alliance in other parts 
of the world. 

The emir of Bahrain, Sh eikh 
Isa Ibn Suiman Al Khalifa 
Saturday congratulated leaders 
of the ACC as well as the Arab 
Maghreb Union formed this 
week. 

Tbe Gulf News Agency said 
he cabled good wishes to heads 
of state of Iraq, Egypt, North 
Yemen and Jordan. 


Similar cables were sent to 
the leaders of Algeria, Moroc- 
co, Libya, Tunis and Maurita- 
nia, who formed the Arab 
Maghreb Union in Marrakesh 
Friday. 

The Egyptian parliament 
sent a congratulatory cable to 
tbe four leaders of tbe ACC 
expressing support 
South Yemen Friday said it 
had been “closely following 
np” tbe development of the 
Arab World’s two latest group- 
ings and it welcomed their aim 
at increasing economic coop- 
eration. 

Such cooperation, said a 
statement read over the Aden 
Radio, “is one of Ihe most 
prominent objectives of the 
Arab League.” 

Tbe statement stressed that 
official and social circles in 
Aden had noted that the leaders 
of tbe two groupings “affirmed 
their co mmitme nt to the pan- 
Arab economic targets, dis- 
tanced themselves from the 
policy of axes, and pledged 
adherence to the Arab League 
Charter.’* 


Shevardnadze 
arrives today 


By a Jordan Times Staff Writer 
with agency dispatches 

AMMAN — Soviet Foreign 
Minister Eduard Shevardnadze 
arrives here Sunday on a short 
working visit during which he is 
expected to be received by His 
Majesty King Hussein for talks 
on prospects for peace in the 
Middle East and other issues of 
mutual concern. He will also hold 
talks with senior government 
leaders. 

Shevardnadze, the first Soviet 
foreign minister to visit Jordan, 
arrived in Damascus Friday on a 
five-state Middle East visit with 
whal he said was a new Soviet 
proposal for peace in the region. 
No details were available but 
most analysts attach extreme im- 
portance to whatever proposal 
the Kremlin is putting forward for 
Middle East peace at this point in 
time. 

Shevardnadze, whose itinerary 
includes Egypt, Iraq and Iran in 
addition to Syria and Jordan, 
held talks with Syrian President 
Hafez Al Assad and Vice-Presi- 
dent Abdul Halim Khaddam 
Saturday after meeting with Fore- 
ign Minister Farouq Sharaa 
Friday. 

Shevardnadze expressed back- 
ing for Syria's stand on Middle 
East peace during talks with 
Assad, a presidential palace 
spokesman said. 

“The Soviet leadership 
appreciates and supports the Sy- 
rian leadership's struggle for 
peace and stability in the region." 
spokesman Joubran Korieb 
quoted Shevardnadze as saying. 
Korieh said Assad told She- 


vardnadze that Syria appreciated 
Soviet initiatives to defuse inter- 
national tensions and promote 
world peace and security. 

“President Assad expressed 
Syria's keen interest to work for a 
prevailing just and comprehen- 
sive peace in tbe region and the 
holding of the international con- 
ference,” Korieh told Reuters. 

The Soviet foreign minister’s 
visit represents the most signifi- 
cant yet of Soviet diplomatic in- 
volvement and drive for peace in 
the Middle East, and Soviet 
media have said that it was aimed 
at probing means to convene an 
international peace conference 
on tbe Arab-Israeli conflict. 

Upon his arrival in Damascus 
Friday, Shevardnadze said "the 
existing circumstances are now 
better than before to look for a 
.solution to the Middle East” 
problem. Most analysts agree, 
pointing out that the Soviet with- 
drawal from Afghanistan after a 
decade of military involvement 
last week has added weight to 
Soviet diplomatic clout and 
boosted Moscow's negotiating 
stand on various regional con- 
flicts, including the Arab-Israeli 
problem in light of the recent 
shift to moderation by the Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO). 

According to a repo* 1 * n 
London-based Al Hayat Arabic 
daily, Shevardnadze was also ex- 
pected to discuss with Syrian 
leaders Damascus-PLO relations 
and the Soviet foreign minister's 
reconciliation bid in the Syrian 
capital might lead to a visit to 
Damascus by PLO Chairman 
Yasser Arafat. 



Eduard Shevardnadze 

Meanwhile, an Israeli foreign 
ministry spokesman said She- 
vardnadze would be welcome if 
he wanted to visit the Zionist 
state. There was no indication of 
a Soviet inclination for such a 
visit; and no formal Israeli invita- 
tion has been extended. 

In an interview with the Soviet 
TASS news agency, before leav- 
ing Moscow. Shevardnadze said 
that he did not expect his 10-day 
swing through the Middle East to 
produce any dramatic results. 

Other topics on Shevard- 
nadze's agenda for talks in the 
five countries include efforts for 
permanent Iran-Iraq peace after 
eight years of war and Moscow’s 
“diplomatic” strategy for Afgha- 
nistan after ending its military 
engagement. Soviet President 
Mikhail Gorbachev has sent 
appeals to the U.S. and the U.N. 
and various other international 
and regional organisations, in- 
cluding the Arab League, for 
help in finding a diplomatic solu- 
tion of the Afghan conflict. 


Aziz: ACC will 
help offset threats 


BAGHDAD (Agencies) — Fore- 
ign Minister Tareq Aziz said 
Saturday that the new four-mem- 
ber Arab Cooperation Council 
(ACC) would prove a major ele- 
ment of stability of offsetting 
threats from Iran and Israel. 

Aziz told a news conference 
the alliance signed Thursday in 
Baghdad would bolster Arab soli- 
darity in facing threats and chal- 
lenges from both Israel and Iran. 

The council groups Iraq, Jor- 
dan, Egypt and North Yemen in 
an alliance aimed at coordinating 
economic plans, reducing tariffs 
and opening internal markets. 

"We hope that Iran will draw 
the appropriate lessons from its 
defeat in the war and from the 
establishment of the council — 
that it should respect its neigh- 
bours and have good relations 
with them.” he said. 

The eight-year Iran-Iraq war 
was halted by a United Nations- 
sponsored ceasefire last Aug. 20 
but peace talks under U.N. au- 
spices have failed to make prog- 
ress. 

Aziz said the council was basi- 
cally an economic grouping but 
pointed out that with a combined 
population of SO million and 
armed forces of two million, the 
four states “enjoy a high level of 
political understanding and coop- 
eration.” 

“This council has not come 
from nothing, it was built 
on profound and extensive poli- 
tical cooperation,” he said. 

Aziz said the four countries will 
remain loyal to other Arab 
groupings including the charter of 
the 22-member Arab League and 
the Joint Arab Defence Pact. 

Aziz said he was confident the 


new alliance would prove success- 
ful “unlike many previous 
attempts" in the Arab World. 

“It is a modest beginning... but 
the leaders of the four countries 
have a clear-cut and strong deter- 
mination to make it successful.” 
he said. 

Aziz said that any country 
wanting to join the council should 
have policies aligned with those 
of its members. 

“You don't invite others to join 
an organisation... they have to 
apply and their applications will 
be considered,” he said. 

The alliance has left the door 
open to other members. 

Gulf peace talks 

Aziz also said Saturday he saw 
no hope of positive results from 
fresh peace talks with Iran if 
Tehran continued to dodge basic 
issues. 

Aziz also denied Iranian claims 
that Iraqi forces were still occupy- 
ing I .IKK) square kilometres of 
Iranian territory. 

Aziz said future talks with Iran 
would “have no better luck than 
the previous ones if (he Iranian 
side continues evading basic 
issues and insists only on prop- 
aganda." 

Iraq had withdrawn all its 
forces from Iran because it 
wanted a comprehensive peace, 
he said. 

“If we wanted to use it (the 
occupation as a political card, we 
would not have withdrawn our 
forces and Iran would have not 
been able to force us out." he 
said. 


Kabul declares emergency; rebels form government 


KABUL (Agencies) — The 
Afghan government declared a 
state of emergency Saturday, 
three days after the Soviet Union 
completed the withdrawal of its 
forces from the war-ravaged 
country. 

The government said it took 
the action based on reports from 
security forces of activities of 
“certain elements trying to create 
disturbances.” 

Details of the state of the 
emergency were not immediately 
available. 

On Saturday, the military in- 
creased its presence around the 
capital with tanks and armoured 
personnel carriers m the streets 
and troops on rooftops. 

The government announce- 
ment followed two days of missile 


attacks by insurgents on several 
cities that killed a repotted 14 
people. The rebels now have 
virtually surrounded most major 
cities. 

Western diplomats and the re- 
bels claim President Najibullah’s 
government will fall now that the 
Soviet troops that helped it fight 
the insurgents have pulled out. 
Najibullah insists his army can 
withstand the rebels. 

In Islamabad, Afghan rebels 
broke a week-long deadlock 
Saturday and approved a moder- 
ate as head of state and a fun- 
damentalist as prime minister of 
an interim government for 
Afghanistan, the Afghan News 
Agency said. 

The rebel-run agency said the 
supreme council of the seven- 


party Mujahedeen alliance 
nominated moderate Mohammad 
Nabi Mohammad i as head of 
state and Ahmad Shah as prime 
minister. A consultative council, 
or Shura, immediately approved 
both nominations withouL any 
objection, it said. 

The surprise announcement 
came after much bickering be- 
tween fundamentalists and mod- 
erates in the Pakistan-based 
alliance. Western diplomats had 
stressed how vital it was for the 
Shura to produce unity among 
feuding rebel groups striving to 
oust Najibullah’s government. 

On Friday, Najibullah 
appealed to the United States to 
stop arming the guerrillas and 
declared himself "completely 
ready” to return vast stores Of 


sophisticated weapons left behind 
by departing Soviet troops if the 
civil war ended. 

In Moscow, officials said Presi- 
dent Mikhail Gorbachev had sent 
messages to U.S. President 
George Bush and other world 
leaders asking for help in ending 
the war. 

At U.N. headquarters in New 
York, the Soviet Union urged the 
United Nations to arrange a ceas- 
efire and put pressure on the 
United States to stop arming the 
insurgents. 

Afghanistan has accused Pakis- 
tan of preparing to mount a cross- 
border attack in the southeast of 
the country, TASS reported 
Saturday. 

The official Afghan news agen- 
cy Bnkhtar had reported that 6S0 


Pakistanis equipped with 
armoured personnel carriers were 
assembled on the border, TASS 
said. 

“According to information 
from Bakhtar. an armed Pakista- 
ni tribal unit is again preparing a 
direct invasion of Afghan terri- 
tory in the area of Khosi." it said. 


Rocket attacks 

Five people were killed Satur- 
day when guerrillas mounted 
rocket attacks in various parts of 
Afghanistan. Afghan government 
radio said. 

Four soldiers were killed when 
guerrillas bombarded a highway 
in Parwan province with rockets, 
the radio said. 
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Black smoke rises from a smouldering building set 
ablaze by fierce bailies between Lebanese army 


troops and “Lebanese Forces' 
Beirut this week. 


militiamen in east 


Aoun soldiers, ‘Lebanese 
Forces 9 back in barracks 


BEIRUT (Agencies) — Army units and rightist 
militiamen returned to their barracks Saturday as 
mediators sought to bolster a ceasefire in the 
struggle for control of Lebanon’s Christian heart- 
land. 


A police spokesman put the 
casualty toll from four days of 
clashes at 76 killed and 200 
wounded. 

The spokesman, speaking 
under ground rules of anonymity, 
said that around 2.501) army com- 
mandos and 2.000 Lebanese 
Forces militiamen involved in 
fighting that rocked east Beirut 
and the hills above the capital 
were confined to their barracks. 

Reporters touring the area did 
not find any army or militia 
checkpoints on the main streets 
of Beirut's eastern sector or in the 
hillside suburbs including the 
Aukar district that houses the 
U.S. embassy. 

Lebanese staff from the embas- 
sy blocked the only road to the 
sprawling compound, telling re- 
porters neither Ambassador John 
McCarthy nor any of his Amer- 
ican staff were at the embassy. 

The embassy shut down when 
it was caught in the cross-fire 
during Wednesday’s Fighting. De- 
fence Department officials in 
Washington said at least 13 di- 
plomatic workers were evacuated 
Friday to Cyprus, leaving another 
25 behind. 

Christians were engaged in a 
dnve Saturday tu avert a military 
showdown between '.he Lebanese 
Forces and the army. 

Christian Maronite church offi- 
cials began negotiations with 
“Lebanese Forces" militia chief 
Samir Geagea after he said he 


was ready to make concessions 
for peace with the army, political 
sources said. 

A committee of Christian de- 
puties was also to meet army 
commander Major-General 
Michel Aoun to discuss ways of 
bridging the deep rifts between 
the two main rivals for power in 
the Christian enclave. 

Aoun, who heads an interim 
military cabinet vying for power 
with a civilian government, re- 
jected church mediation and 
threatened to crush the 
“Lebanese Forces'* unless it met 
his demands. 

“Either our proposals are car- 
ried out quickly and peacefully 
within a certain deadline or there 
will be a final decisive show- 
down," the A1 Safir newspaper 
quoted him as saying. 

Western diplomats warned that 
all-out conflict between the 
“Lebanese Forces” and Aoun’s 
15,000 troops would ravage the 
Christian enclave centred on east 
Beirut, left largely unscathed in 
almost 14 years of civil war. 

Maronite Patriach Butros Sfeir 
mediated a truce between the 
rival forces Friday which stipu- 
lated the withdrawal of 
“Lebanese Forces" militiamen 
from the streets to allow the army 
to take control. 

Aoun said Friday that the mili- 
tia must leave Beirut, stop 
levying taxes and close down its 
so-called National Development 


Council (NDC) involved in edu- 
cational, economic and industrial 
projects. 

He accused the militia of col- 
lecting 200 million Lebanese 
pounds ($400,0001 a day from the 
enclave's 1.3 million people. 

The militia maintains that it 
needs financial support to fulfil its 
proclaimed role as the guardian 
of the “last Christian community 
in the Middle East." 

Geagea supports “autonomy" 
within the Christian enclave, but 
Aoun and Ids supporters believe 
that only a strong central author- 
ity can end civil strife and the 
division of Lebanon into rival 
sectarian cantons. 

Aoun has vowed to prevent the 
militia setting up a state-within-a- 
state in Christian areas and also 
sat*, lie had foiled an attemt by 
the militia to topple him. 

Geagea, softening his usually 
hardline tone, replied that he was 
ready to pay any price to end 
blood-letting and denied that he 
tried to overthrow the 53 -year- 
old general. 

The six-member committee of 
parliamentarians commuted be- 
tween Aoun’s hilltop command in 
suburban Yarze and Geagea’s 
walled headquarters in the sea- 
side Karantina district. 

“There's going to make certain 
the Lebanese Forces fighters 
have all been withdrawn to their 
barracks,” an army spokesman 
said. 

“Once this is ascertained, then 
we can say the ceasefire may last 
and the political requirements of 
durable peace can be tackled," 
the spokesman said. 


Egypt: Soviet move comes at propitious moment 


CAIRO (AP) — Foreign Minis- 
ter Esmat Abdul Meguid Satur- 
day welcomed Soviet Foreign 
Minister Eduard Shevard- 
nadze’s current Middle East 
tour, saying it comes at a propi- 
tious moment in regional peace 
efforts. 

A Foreign Ministry official, 
who requested anonymity, said 
that Abdul Meguid expressed 
Egypt’s view of the tour, which 
began Friday, during a meeting 
with Soviet Ambassador to 
Cairo Gennady Zhuravlev. 

“We welcome Foreign 
Minister Shevardnadze's visit 
to Cairo, which comes at a time 


when international conditions 
allow the pushing of efforts f or 
peace in the region,” the offi- 
cial quoted Abdul Meguid as 
saying. 


Abdul Meguid also welcomed 
completion erf the withdrawal of 
Soviet troops from Afghanistan 
this month, and said he hoped 
this would pave the way Tor 
agreement among the various 
Afghan factions and “national 
recondCation” there. 


Shevardnadze arrived in 
Damascus Friday on the first 
leg of a 1 D-day Middle East 
tour. He said la carried new 


ideas for an Arab-Isradi settle- 
ment which be would dfecass 
with all parties during his 
swing. He gave no details. 

* He is doe in Cairo Monday 
for a threenlay raft, the first by 
a Soviet foreign minister since 
Andrei Gromyko in 1974. 

Shevardnadze's tour also In- 
cludes Jordan, Iraq and Iran. 
He is to return home Feb. 27. 

Ambassador Zhuravlev, 
talking to reporters after the 
meeting with Abdul Meguid, 
characterised current relations 
between Cairo and Moscow as 
“firm.” He said the Soviet 
Union was interested 


pushing forward efforts for a 
comprehensive Arab-Israeli 
settlement. 


Soviet-Egyptian ties were 
badly strained in the 1970s 
under the late President Anwar 
Sadat, who expelled 21,000 
Soviet -military personnel in 
1972 to protest Moscow's refus- 
al to meet all Cairo's arms 
requests. 


peace overtures to Israel and 
his 1970 unilateral abrogation 
of a friendship and cooperation 
treaty 10 years ahead of its 
expiration. 


Efrdat recalled his ambassa- 
dor from Moscow in 1978 and 
expelled the Soviet ambassador 
to Egypt in 1981, accusing him 
of meddling in domestic affairs. 


in 


The Soviet Union, Egypt’s 
principal armourer since 1955, 
retaliated by halting arms sup- 
plies. The Soviets also resented 
Sadat’s political rapproche- 
ment with, the United States, his 


Relations improved gradual- 
ly after President Hosni 
Mubarak took office to 1981. 
Diplomatic ties were restored to 
ambassadorial level in 1984, 
and Abdul Meguid visited Mos- 
cow last May. 


Turkey to conform to joint 


stand on NATO nuclear Issue 


ANKARA (R) — Turkey will 
conform with North Atlantic 
Treaty Organisation (NATO) 
policy in talks on whether to 
update nuclear weapons on its 
territory. Defence Minister Ercan 
Vuralhao said Saturday. 

“In my opinion nuclear mod- 
ernisation is a reality... Turkey is 
one of the countries that will be 
taken into consideration as far as 
any modernisation is concerned," 
Vuralhan said. 

“We are saying in general, in 
principle we do not want to in- 
crease the number of nudear 
systems in our territory. We again 
say this is a matter of NATO and 
it must be dealt with at NATO 
level," he told Reuters in an 
interview. - 

The question of modernising 
short-range nuclear missiles 
dominated this week's tour of 15 
NATO members by U.S; Secret- 
ary of State James Baker. 

The issue is delicate in Turkey, 
as in other NATO countries such 
as West Germany, at a time when 
Ankara is improving ties with its 
Soviet neighbour. 

West German Chancellor Hel- 
mut Kohl last week demanded 
delays m the -long-planned mod- 
ernisation programme pending 
further East- West arms talks. 

Vuralhan, whose country 
guards one-third of NATO’s bor- 
der with Warsaw Pact countries, 
said modernisation had to be 
unanimous. 

“If that phase is reached Tur- 
key will evaluate her own stand,” 
he said. , - . ■ . 

“As with other, countries, Tur- 
key will of course appear again in 



a constructive role (in talks). We 
would not say flatly we would 
reject anything, any kind of mod- 
ernisation. 

“But we will have to observe 
and stand in conformity with the 
approaches of our NATO part- 
ners,” Vuralhan said. 

Western diplomats said Turkey 


could be asked to take mod- 
ernised short-range missiles — 
the so-called FOTL (Follow-on- 
to-Laoce) — and tactical air-to- 
surface missiles (TASM): 

“Both FOTL and TASM by 
definition would have strike 
potentials within the Soviet Un- 
ion." one source said. 

Turkey is believed to have 
NATO Lances with ranges of 
about 115 kilometres — targeted 
mainly to combat an invading 
force — as well as nuclear-armed 
bombs and artillery, the sources 
said. 

U.S. defence officials said Fri- 
day the Pentagon was taking 
steps to develop a new short- 
range nuclear missile to replace 
the Lance, first deployed 27 years 
ago. 

The officials said full-scale de- 
velopment of the new missile 
would begin next year with a view 
to deploying it in 1995. The New 
York Tunes has ‘said the' new 
weapon would have a range of up 
to 450 kilometres. 

NATO planners see any major 
Warsaw Pact threat to Turkey 
coming not necessarily from the 
Soviet Union in the east but from 
Bulgaria to the west. 

Istanbul is 240 kilometres 
southeast of Bulgaria, straddling 
the Bosphorus waterway which 


provides the outlet to the 
Mediterranean from Soviet ports 
in the Black Sea. 

Vuralhan said although Turkey 
“ improved ties, especially 


has 


commercial, with the Soviet Un- 
ion, it remained vigilant. 

“We are very careful in analys- 
ing and interpreting (Soviet Presi- 
dent Mikhail) Gorbachev’s initia- 
tives. 

_ “We should not be easily car- 
ried awav, saying ‘OK now every- 
thing is over, they are not enemies 
at all. We have misunderstood 
them etc.’ I am talking realities,” 
he added. 

Vuralhan said it was too early 
to talk of a solution to Turkey's 
problem with NATO allies on a 
joint stance for East-West talks 
on forces in Europe in Vienna 
next month. 

Turkey objects to NATO being 
divided info three zones .for the 
conventional forces in Europe 
(CFE) ; talks'. . . : 

It would be grouped in the 
southern zone with Greece, with 
which it is at odds over Cyprus 
and territorial rights in the Ae- 
gean. 

“Creating compartments 
would not be fitting to the general 
understanding of the indivisibility 
of defence or Europe^’’ Vuralhan 
said. 


MIDDLE EAST NEWS IN BRIEF 


Iraq-lran military group to meet 


BAGHDAD (R) — Military officials from Iraq and Iran will meet 
Wednesday for the first time to discuss ways of consolidating last 


Wednesday 

August's Gulf war ceasefire, a U.N. spokesman said Saturday. 
The meeting/to be held in tents in a border area, will be chaired 
by Major-General Slavko Jovic, commander of the U.N. team of 
military observers monitoring the ceasefire which ended pearly 
eight years of war between Iraq and Iran. Jovic has said the 
meeting of Iraqi and Iranian military officials in a so-called mixed 
militar y wor king group will help to settle issues related to the 
ceasefire. Both sides have complained of ceasefire violations but 
there have been no serious clashes, the United Nations has 
expressed concern about the proximity of Iranian and Iraqi forces 
along the front lines. 


Red Cross suspends Sudan relief flights 


NAIROBI (R) — The International Committee of the Red Cross 
(ICRC) has suspended flights to southern Sudan after the rebel 
Sudan People's liberation Army (SPLA) demanded more details 
of the operations, an ICRC spokeswoman said Saturday. The 
ICRCs fleet of planes, which has been flying food and medicines 
into the government-held towns of Wau and Aweil and the 
rebel-held settlement of Akon and Yirol, has been grounded since 
Tuesday, ICRC spokesman Veroaique Zb in den said. “We bope 
the flights will resume again soon, but we don’t know when," she 
said. After months of difficult negotiations, the Geneva-based 
ICRC finally began a simultaneous relief operation in government 
and rebel-held areas of southern Sudan last December. Zbinden 
said problems arose this week when the SPLA began demanding 
much more detailed information about each flight, inducting its 
exact time of departure and arrival and the names of those 
aboard. SPLA spokesman Deng Alor said by telephone from the 
Ethiopian capital Addis Ababa the relief flights had only been 
temporarily interrupted until a new ICRC flight plan, submitted 
Friday, had been approved by SPLA. commanders in the field. 


Iran planning amnesty for exiles 


NICOSIA (AP) — The Iranian government has prepared a plan 
to grant a general amnesty to encourage the nearly four million 
Iranian exiles living abroad to return home, Iranian Prime 
Minister Hussein Musavi has been quoted as saying. The official 
Iranian news agency said Musavi, speaking in the western Iranian 
city of Tabriz upon his return from the three-day visit to Turkey, 
said the plan would be submitted soon for- approval to Ayatollah 
Ruhollah Khomeini. Details of the proposed plan, which Musavi 
first announced while visiting Turkey, were not given. Musavi 
said in Ankara that the government will provide special facilities 
for the Iranians abroad to return home. He called on the 
self-exiled Iranians to preserve their links with the homeland. 
Last week, Khomeini’s successor-elect Ayatollah Hussein Aii 
Montazeri said “firm steps" should be taken to attract the 
Iranians “who long to come to Iran but are scared.” 


Wife, U.N. chief appeal 
for Higgins 9 release 


WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
wife of Marine Lieutenant- 
General William R. HigginS, 
speaking on the anniversary of 
the U.N. officer's abduction in 
Lebanon, joined U.N. Secretary 
General Javier Perez de Cuellar 
Friday in a plea for her husband's 
release. 

‘Today is a special day. It is an 
anniversary. A year is an awful 
long time for someone who is 
serving with the United Nations, 
serving for the cause of peace and 
freedom, to be deprived of his." 
Robin Higgins said. 

Higgins, who has rarely com- 
mented publicly since her hus- 
band's abduction, spoke briefly 
with reporters after a speech by 
the secretary general. 

Higgins, who commanded a 
76-man U.N. observer group 
monitoring the Lebanon- Israel 
border, was taken hostage one 
year ago Friday. 


In contrast to some other hos- 
tage families. Higgins said she 
would refrain from travelling to 
the region in an attempt to gain 
her husband's release. 

“I have often thought it would 
be nice to be in the same time 
zone with him, be in the same 
climate with him,” she said, 
offering a slight smile. 

“My only aim is to bring him 
home, and I don't think that (by) 
my going there it could be accom- 
plished," she added. 

Higgins, who is a marine corps 
major and a public affairs officer 
at the Defence Department, said 
she tries to keep her spirits up, as 
well as those of their 18-year-old 
daughter. 

“We try to pull together. We 
try to be as normal as possible. 
We try to maintain our privacy, 
and 1 think through that, it helps 
us to cope and it keeps our 
strength up.” she said. 


Children pay heavy price for prolonged Afghan war 


By Sharon Herhaugh 

Associated Press 


KABUL — Inside the dingy 
walls of Indira Gandhi Chil- 
dren's Hospital, doctors and 
nurses are waging their own 
battle to save children from the 
savagery of dvil war. 

Artillery fire injured 
Meriya, a bright-eyed four- 
year-old, as Soviet and Afghan 
government troops attacked 
rebels trying to topple the gov- 
ernment. 

Although she suffered a few 
broken bones, at least she sur- 
vived the attack three weeks 
ago. 

Her mother said the artillery 
fire killed 10 of the 12 people 
living in their house in the 
village of Charikar, 70 
kilometres north of Kabul. She 
seemed oblivious to the cock- 
roaches crawling on the hospit- 
al walls behind her daughter’s 
bed. 

A rebel rocket attack 


wounded six children in Kabul 
this week, and they were 
brought to this 300-bed hospit- 
al. Doctors were unable to 
save three of the children. 

One of the survivors, a 12- 
year-old boy, bad to have his 
right leg amputated. When 
doctors notified his parents, 
the boy's father, sobbing un- 
controllably, cried, “Oh, let 
him die. Let him die. He’s no 
good anymore.” 

Even before the civil war 
broke out in 1978, Afghanistan 
had the world's worst child- 
mortality rate, according to 
U.N. statistics. 

More than one-third of 
Afghanistan’s children die be- 
fore the age of five. 

Doctors and nurses working 
in a country where medical 
care is far below the standard 
of Western hospitals are strug- 
gling to keep the mortality rate 
from rising. 

“We want to get away from 
politics as much as possible 


here,"' said Dr. Abdul Salara 
Jalaii, head of the 102-member 
medical staff at the hospital. 

‘There may be sons of Mu- 
jahedeen commanders here. 
We don’t ask. They are chil- 
dren. They are not directly 
involved in the war.” he said. 

The war, which has claimed ' 
more than one million lives, 
has brought a flood of patients 
to the hospital, built in 1972 by 
India and named after its late 
prime minister. 

The hospital is always full — 
averaging 127 per cent 
capacity. 

“Sometimes we put two or 
three patients in one bed. 
Sometimes we put them in a 
corridor or on the floor. But 
we never refuse a patient, and 
it's all completely free," Jalaii 
told Western reporters. 

The costs of the medicine 
and food is skyrocketing and 
has sent the hospital hopelessly 
over budget. 

All medicine is imported and 


transportation to the Afghan 
capital is difficult, because of 
fuel shortages and rebel 
attacks on convoys. The lack of 
supplies often forces doctors to 
re-use old bandages. 

The war also makes it more 
difficult for Afghanistan's poor 
to afford nutritional food and 
distracts attention from child 
health care. 

“They don’t bother about 
these problems,” Jalaii said. 
“They just want to stay alive 
and when they finally do bring 
them to the hospital, it's often 
too late.” 

About 60 per cent of the 
patients at Indira Gandhi are 
boys. 

“If the male survives, he will 
be able to make money for 
the family. The daughter is 
given away in marriage," the 
doctor said. 

Jalaii said it takes several 
months for the consequences 
of food shortages to filter 
down. 


Malnutrition 


“The effect of the food crisis 
which struck the capital last 
month should reach the hospit- 
al in about April,'’ he said. 

He said: “Malnuiritiou com- 
es gradually, not all at once.'* 
Emaciated children, their re- 
sistance weakened by lack of 
food, suffer tuberculosis, 
meningitis and other diseases. 

“Malnutrition’s our main 
problem. This has been going 
on for years, but now, it’s 
worse,” Jalaii said. 


Khagal Mohammad, who 
lives in the Laghraan province 
east of Kabul, weighs about 
seven kilogrammes, the weight 
equivalent to that for a seven- 
month-old baby. Khagal is 
four. 


In the final weeks of the 
Soviet troop withdrawal, which 
was completed in time to meet 
this week’s Wednesday dead- 
line, Kabul suffered critical 
food shortages. Vegetable and 
fruit stands around the city 
markets are full, but the prices 
for the produce has soared 
beyond the reach of the poor. 

In other parts of Afghanis- 
tan, the situation is worse. 


Mayabim, a five-year-old 
from central Hazarajat, is 
worse. He weighs only nine 
kilogrammes, suffers from 
tuberculosis, meningitis and 
brain damage. 

“We were too far away. It 
took us too long to get here,” 
said his sobbing mother, 
Gulandam. 


UNICEF, the Red Crescent 
and other charities are trying 
to help. Such cooperation is 
needed, but they say one furth- 
er thing is needed before the 
situation can improve. 

‘Teace is a prerequisite, and 
peace for Afghanistan is not 
yet on the horizon.” said UN- 
ICEF spokesman Vincent 
O’Reilley. 
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cloudy with a chance for thundery 
showers. Winds will be northerly mod- 
erate and seas calm. 

MinJmax. temp. 

Ammon 3/8 

Aqaba.... 7/19 

Deserts 1 / 12 

Jordan Valley 8/16 

Yesterday's high temperatures: Am- 
man 10. Aqaba 20. Humidity readings: 
.Amman 66 per cent. Aqaba 34 per 
cent. 


WEATHER 


PRAYER TIMES 


Bulletin supplied by the Department of 
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The country will remain under the 
effect uf the utrs tabled weather condi- 
tions. Therefore it will remain partly 
doudy to cloudy with scattered rain 
accuniparticd by thunder and had in 
some areas. Winds will be westerly 
moderate. In Aqaba, it will be partly 
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MARKET PRICES 


Uppcrfbwcr price in fib per kg, 

Apple 500 / 450 

Banana 350 / 300 

Banana (Mutammar) 300/250 

Beats 800 / 700 

Broad beans 450 / 35Q 

Cabbage 200/150 

Carrots 240 / IR0 

Cauliflower ISO / 120 

Cucumbers 450/380 

Dales 6110/500 

„j>kut 270 / 200 

arlie 240 / 180 

Grapefruit 120 / 160 

Lemon 250/200 

Lettuce (per one) 160 / 120 

Marrow (large) 400 / 300 

Marrow (small) 600 / 500 

Orange (Sfctmmouti) 420/360 

Orange (local) 280 / 220 

Onion (dry) 220/160 

Onion (green) 240/ 180 

Pepper (hot) 740/600 

Pepper (sweet) 640/580 

Potato „ 280 / 220 

Spinach 140/100 

Mandarin 420 / 380 


Tbts information is supplied by Royal 
Jordanian (RJ) information depart- 
ment at the Queen Ah'a International 
Airport TeL (08)53200-5, where it 
should always be verified. 

ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 
(Terminal 1) 

97;J0 Cairo (RJ) 

09:15 Jeddah (RJ) 

OTM5 Abo Dhabi, Dubai (RJ] 

OfcSS Doha. Bahrain (RJ] 

1040 Dhahran, Kuwait (RJ) 

HH15 Lamaca (RJ) 

WfcJO Aqaba. Cairo (RJ) 

16:20 Los Angeles. Chicago. Vienna 
(RJ) 

17:85 Paris (RJ) 

17:10 London (RJ) 

17:30 .... New York. Amsterdam (RJ1 

17:45 Madrid, Geneva (RJ) 

17:55 Brussels, Frankfurt (Rl) 

1*45 - Romc(RJ) 

21:45 Vienna (RJ) 

00-J0 Baghdad (RJ) 

Otther Rights (Terminal 2) 

09«5 Cairo (MS) 


10:00 Damascus (AF) 

10- J0 Kuwait (KU) 

11:20 Damascus (AZ) 

12:45 .... Muscat. Sharjah, Doha (GFf 

15:15 Dubai (EK) 

16:35 Athens, Damascus (OA) 

W:05 Beirut (ME) 

19:15 Frankfurt (LH) 

0lfc25 London, Cairo (BA) 

DEPARTURES 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

(Terminal (1) 

11:08 Rome(RJ) 

IIJ® Aqaba. Vienna (RJ) 

11- JO Tunis, Casablanca (RJ) 

Vienna. New York (RJ) 

1230 Aqaba. Cairo (RJ) 

22 Kuwait (RJ) 

tJkOO Lamaca (RJ) 

Baghdad (RJ) 

*•*** Sana'a (RJ) 

ZwJO Abu Dhabi, Dubai (RJ) 

2,: ®° Damascus (RJ) 

22® Kuala Lumpur (RJ) 

Bangkok (RJ) 

- Aqaba Cairo(RJ) 

Other Flights (Terminal (2) 

Damascus. Frankfurt (LH) 

5*2 -..Cairo (MS) 

55=“ Paris (AF) 

* - Rome (AZ) 

14:45 .... Doha, Sharjah, Muscat (GF) 

}i : H j:-™ Dubai (EK) 

Damascus, Athens (OA) 

20:85 - Sana’a (LH) 
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ROYAL DECREE^ A Royal Decree was igKttd Saturday approving 
an amendment.to the law dr theNadonal Medical Institution (NMI). 
The decT^ ^abfebcs a board of trustees headed by the prime 
- minister to d^rect ^awoTfc of tbe NMI. The amendment also grants 
the head erf Che authority of a minister in running the institution. 

. ROYAL DECREE; A Royal Decree was issued Saturday endorsing 
byiaws for ifae'Mo’ta University’s s indents fond. According to the 
bylaws -distinguisfced students will be offered grants and loans and 
wtiTberiffe^ on the. campus. (Petra) 

CO^jDFI^blCALTREATMEN^ ; The Council of Ministers 
Saturday, a nnoun ced an amendment to a set of rates for the cost of 
^Bffi£^ trcatmenrat Health Ministry hospitals and health centres. 

- TJw sroendxneot stated that liar beneficiaries will have to pay the cost 
. price- of tfee raedkanes and (hugs plus a 10 per cent of the cost. 

MINISTERS RECEIVE CHINESE ENVOY: Minister of Supply 
Fayez Tarawneh, Minister of Sodai Development Dr. Fawwaz 
' Touqan and Public Security Department Director General Abdul 
HadiAI Ma jaii received separately Chinese Ambassador in Amman 
Zhang-ZfaetT atthe ConchiskHr of his tour of duty in Jordan. (Petra) 

JD 182,060 BUDGET FOR GUVS: The Amman branch of the 
General Union ofVofunUuy Societies (GUVS) will have a fiscal 
budget of JD 182,600 for 1989 according to the branch’s Director 
Fakhri Bilbeisi. Re said last year bis branch offered JD 94,000 in 
assistance to charitable societies within the Amman area and JD 
105,000. is expeoed ro be distributed during the current year. (Petra) 

COURSE ON. CAPITAL INVESTMENTS: The Industrial De- 
velopment Bank’s Jordan Institute of Management Saturday opened 
a training course for directors and senior officials in industrial and 
financial institutions in Jordan ahd Oman. The two-week course aims 
to orient the participants orr capital investments and decisions to be 
taken m that field. (Petra) 

MERCHANTS 'FINED: The military court has fined a number of 
Jordanian merchants for violating Ministry of Supply regulations. 
Ahmad Qabfafi, Alta Mohammad Yassin were fined JD 40 each, 
Mohammad Ghaieb was fined JD 30 and Bilal Tayseer Hassan was 
fined JD20, while Raqj Rahab A1 Hassan was fined JD 15. (Petra) 

PEOPLF$ AjFUVIY: The; first batch of People’s Amy recruits for 
1989 Saturday began training courses. Taking part in the courses are 
employees from the district of Jerash and Ajlouii. (Petra) 

! SILVER JUBILEE PARK: The Municipality of Ramtha, in 
cooperation with the Jordan University of Science and Technology, 
began the creation of a 25-dun uin public park in Ramtha known as 
tint Sfli^."Jiibfi^-Pasic'7(Petia) 

' BOOK EXHIBITION: An exhibition of Arabic books was opened 
Saturday at the&aiakCoamiunity College. The seven-day exhibition 

• includes 15,000" books qn .science, education, and culture. (Petra) , 

. KUFRUNJEH MUNICIPAL ELECTIONS: A total of S,970 
voters .are diffbfeto. take part m voting Sunday to elect a new 
mohfdpaf.i&m town of Kufrunjeh in Ajloun district. 

- District Governor Mohammad Ai Amad said that voting will start at 
seven inthe morning and will continue until five in the evening. 

U.S. MIDEA^POUCY PROGRAMME: The American Cultu- 
■ ral Centred Amman will receive via satellite a special programme on 

• “U.S, Mkfcflc East policy and the Arab- Israeli conflict” on Wednes- 
day at ^:00p.m> Pailicipating from Washington wifi be Dr. William 

:<)i»nd^fc»tiietf seQior staff member for the Middle East on the 
I. N a tionatSecurity Council doting the Carter administration, and Dr. 
Bernard Riich, professor of political science and international affairs 
i mid forinCT j^iairTMn of the Department of Political Science at 
. George WasfiiaglOB University. Both Quandt and Reich will 
exchange, views ;viq satellite with individuals in Bonn. (J.T.) 

- TEACHERS: Greater Amman 
Education Department held 30. training courses and seminars for new 

- 1 - school sttpery\K*n»- atfaVtedacattoo staff . computer programmers and 
‘ excelling students during the scholastic year 1987/1988. according to 
the department's annual report. The report said that the department 
last year recruited i,41Q teachers, who were distributed among the 
various department schools. The department’s educational technolo- 
gies section personnel j>aid inspection visits to 76 secondary schools. 

37 preparatory schools and .22 elementary schools. (J.T.) 



Queen Noor attends opening session 


Seminar probes measures 
to serve senior citizens 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Her Majesty Queen Noor Satur- by Mr. Khalil Fa’ouri and ot 
day attended the opening session of a three-day Her Majesty Queen Nooi 
seminar called to examine measures for the well 

being Of senior citizens in Jordan. rural areas which include he, 


INFORMATION TALKS — In-Wor-Genera! Frederico Mayor and a delegation 
fonsatien Minister H ani Khasawneh and a de- accompanying him on information-related issues 
legation representing the Information sector in (Petra photo) 

Jordan Saturday hold talks with UNESCO Dtrec- 


The seminar, organised by the 
General Union of Voluntary 
Societies (GUVS) will address 
the Jordanian people’s duty to- 
wards the old and means of en- 
suring their well being at home or 
at specialised homes for the old. 

Queen Noor heard speeches 
from GUVS President Abdullah 
Al Khali b. representatives from 
the University of Jordan’s Sociol- 
ogy Department and Rox Ibn 
Zaed Al Azzizy, from the Uni- 
versity of Jordan. 


The participants will review 
working papers entitled: interna- 
tional and national efforts and 
policies for the aged, by Abdullah 
Al Khatib; social and psycholo- 
gical situation of the aged and 
ways to meet their needs by Dr. 
Sari Naser, old people in primi- 
tive societies and throughout his- 
tory by Dr. Amad Rabaia; . prob- 
lems facing the aged in society by 
Mrs. Haifa Al Bashir; the role of 
the National Aid Fund in secur- 
ing a better future for the aged. 


by Mr. Khalil Fa’ouri and others. 

Her Majesty Queen Noor is a 
patron of many projects aimed at 
promoting the development of 
rural areas which include helping 
older people among other age 
groups and enhancing their in- 
come generating activities. 

These projects, aimed mainly 
at the development of older 
women with traditional artistic 
skills, include the Al Noor pro- 
ject for the development of rural 
areas, training programme for 
women in community develop- 
ment and management, as well as 
the traditional handicrafts pro- 
ject. all of which are projects of 
Noor Al Hussein Foundation. 


Oakhqan, World Bank team discuss Jordan and Syria to start talks on 
water, sewerage projects in Jordan expansion of joint merchant fleet 


AMMAN (Petra. J.T.) — Water 
and sewerage projects in Jordan 
being executed by the Ministry of 
Water and Irrigation were discus- 
sed here Saturday at a meeting 
grouping Jordanian officials and a 
World Bank team. 

Minister of Water and Irriga- 
tion Ahmad Dakhqan briefed the 
team on these projects and dis- 
cussed prospects for cooperation 
with the World Bank in im- 
plementing such schemes in the 
Kingdom. 

Dakhqan also talked about the 
ministry’s drive to ensure suffi- 
cient water supplies to all citizens 
in various pails of the Kingdom 
and explained the ministry's wa- 


ter strategy which aims to help 
expand the agricultural lands in 
the country through the exploita- 
tion of water resources. 

Water Authority of Jordan 
(WAJ) Director Mu'taz Bilbeisi, 
who attended the meeting, spoke 
on the authority’s programmes to 
supply water to different pans of 
the country and the current plans 
to complete the sewerage net- 
works. 

According to the WAJ’s five- 
year plan, which ends in 1990, 
Bilbeisi said nearly 70 per cent of 
the country will be covered by 
sewerage networks. 

The World Bank team, whose 
members are currently on a visit 


here to determine the bank’s con- 
tributions to the Kingdom's water 
and sewerage projects, later called 
at the Khirber Al Samra wastewa- 
ter treatment plant and inspected 
its operations. 

Last November Dakhqan told 
a seminar here that Jordan ex- 
pected to require nearly 266 
million cubic metres of water for 
annual consumption by the year 
2005. 

He said the Ministry of Water 
and Irrigation plans to intensify 
efforts to provide sufficient 
amounts through prospecting for 
new resources and through the 
construction of dams and drilling 
additional artesian wells. 


Ministry to spend JD 423m. on 
overhauling educational system 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Ministry 
of Education plans to spend a 
total of JD 423 million between 
1989 and 1998 in the course of 
•overhauling, the educational sys- 
tem in the Kingdom, according to 
Dr. Mohammad Rashed. director 
of the ministry’s Foilow-up and 
Development Department. 

Rashed was quoted by Sawt Al 
Shaab daily as saying that the 
ministry has opened two- centres 
for advanced training of teachers, 
one in Irbid and the other in 
Amman and a third one will be. 
set up in the southern city of 
Karak. 

The centres aim at promoting 


standards and proficiency of different groups of teachers: 
teachers at government schools to tbose in the primary, the prepare- 
give a better performance, tor y and die secondary levels at 
Rashed said. Each of the Amman Jordanian schools, 
and Irbid centres, he said, is now Last year Minister of Educa- 
providing advanced training to non Thouqan Hindawi said that 
300 teachers. the Ministry of Education was 

embarking on the implementa- 
Last month the Ministry of tion of the conference's resolu- 
iocation announced that it had tions and recommendations in the 
jrfced out an integration prog- 1988-1989 scholastic year, 
mme to provide training and The recommendations called 
oper qualifications for teachers for building schools, proriding 
implementation of resolutions higher training for teachers, in- 
opted by the first educational trodudng changes in methods 
nferenece held here in 1987. and curricula and providing 
It said that the programme schools with equipment for labor- 
tails providing training to three atones and other facilities. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan and 
Syria will open talks in Damascus 
Sunday on means of promoting 
the operations by their joint land 
and maritime transport com- 
panies, and wfll discuss the pros- 
pect of expanding the joint mer- 
chant fleet. 

The discussions will be con- 
ducted through the general 
assemblies of the two companies 
to be co-chaired by the Ministers 
of Transport in Jordan and Syria. 

Minister of Transport and 
Telecommunications Khaled Al 
Haj Hassan will lead the Jorda- 
nian delegation to the meetings 
which, according to officials here, 
will also review the two com- 
panies' 1989 budgets. 

On the eve of the meeting, Haj 
Hassan said that the two sides will 
look into the technical position of 
the Land Transport Company, 
and its vehicle maintenance op- 
erations. 


The expansion of the joint mer- 
chant fleet is considered an essen- 
tial step to boost the two coun- 
tries’ external trade, the minister 
noted. 

He said that the two sides will 
discuss the prospect of acquiring 
a third merchant ship to join the 
company's fleet. 

Haj Hassan said be wifi also 
hold talks with his Syrian coun- 
terpart to further boost transport 
links between Jordan and Syria in 
implementation of the joint 
Jordanian-Syrian Higher Com- 
mittee resolutions. 

At its last meeting in Amman 
in August 1988. the Jordanian 
Syrian Maritime Company took a 
tentative decision to acquire 25 
per cent of the capital of a cargo 
vessel which wifi cost $2 million. 

The vessel is to be jointly own- 
ed by the Arab Union Insurance 
Company, but the joint Jorda- 
nian- Syrian company will take 


direct charge of the vessel to 
transport goods between the 
.Arab region and north and north- 
western Europe, according to the 
announcement last August. 

It said that the joim company 
will receive a certain percentage 
of the profits collected by the ship 
for transporting goods, but this 
should not be less than one third 
of the company’s annual adminis- 
trative and operational expenses 
or nearly one million Syrian 
pounds. 

The new vessel, which has a net 
loading capacity of 5,500 tonnes, 
will be joining “Barada" and 
“Yarmouk". the other two ves- 
sels owned by the joint company, 
which was established in 1979' 

Haj Hassan did not disclose 
whether the ship will be solely 
owned by the joint company or 
whether last year's tentative 
agreement will be endorsed. 


ACC plans to reschedule settlement 
of Jordan Valley farmers’ loans 


Education announced that it bad 
worked out an integration prog- 
ramme to provide training and 
proper qualifications for teachers 
in implementation of resolutions 
adopted by the first educational 
conferenece held here in 1987. 

It said that the programme 
entails providing training to three 


Experts discuss importance King, Queen meet UNESCO chief 


f of fertilizers in agriculture 
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AMMAN. (Petra) .— A three-day 
seminar. enfitlMl:^ fertilizer trace 
elements opened atihe l/niyersi-. 
ty of Jardajk Samrday. 

; . Dfj Mahmoud Dwriri, dean of 
the' Faculty oJLAgricultixre, deli- 
vered : thq- -main -speech to - the 
opening 1 session .run de riming die: 
importance of : tfc agricultural 
.sector as the main source of 
income for Jprdaa and the major- 
ity of ihe*Aritb; World, and the 
essential element m. their national 
economies,^ ' . ' 

..“Nearly 4A percent of the total- 
.^kforoefn.ih& Arab World is 
involved nr agriculture which is 


1 iwaedj v".. 

Dwdri ’referred ‘-to the Arab 
Wod^rjpowhijg dependence on 
fertilizers toi ncreaseils agricultu- 
rtf jwodiKtion ind noted that Jor- 
dan's imports of fertilizers rose to 
4^0p0 ( tonnes.rin : 1986 up from 
'•l4,Q00__tbnnes m_ 1974. 


' In addition, Jordan produces 
its own fertilizers using potash 
and phosphates as the main com- 
ponents, Dweiri added. 

A representative of the Munich 
University in West Germany 
addressed the session referring to 
a fertilizer trace element project, 
which is being implemented in 
Egypt and said that the project 
wifi be expanded to inclnde Jor- 
dan and will be executed in coop- 
eration with the University of 
Jordan. 

' Taking part in the seminar is a 
number of representatives of uni- 
versities and concerned institu- 
tions in the Arab World, as. well 
as the Jordanian private sector. 

The seminar is organised by the 
.University of Jordan’s Faculty of 
Agriculture in cooperation -with 
the Egyptian National Research 
Centre for agriculture and the 
West German Development 
Agency. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 

The frikvwrrig listings ait compiled from monthly bulletins add 


by Paul and Emanuel Guiragonssaan at Abdnl 
- -B^sId ^Mmah Foundation, 

* The Arab Contemporary Artists exhibition at Al Wasiti 
• -- G aBe ry . ^' ■ : ’ - 

^AfreaUDUtaan ofieodefeof the Jordanian plastic art, in which 22 
Jordanian artists are participating, at the Spanish Cultural 

^r . An exhibition entitled “The Tuebingen A (das of the Middle 
JBast” at the Department of Geography, the University of 


pbotqg^hy exfobftian entitled “Under Pare. Skies” exhibit- 
'-'fflg' lOJ i?th -century, photographs of the Middle East at the 
vYarH*oufcU8iversity. 

■dr Ao exhfoitioa of p« biting*; of Jordan by Lor Marina Robertson 
^ Bank Gallery. 

. ■ V. . . .LECTURE 

■fr 7 A4echaViH French, on Western fashion development in the 
to mflrth - rwtfnry Ky Francois?: Fetrovitcb at the French 


^ A entitittl ^The Boy Who Never Was” (suitable for 
-‘V- i&ldreii) at ^e Briti^i Cooocd — 4.-0© p.m*. 

wdttfed ^Krtuwr vs. Kramer” at the American Centre. 


Continued from page 1 

Council of Science and Technolo- 
gy (HCST). 

Prime Minister Zaid Rifati also 
held talks with Mayor Saturday. 
Petra said topics covered dealt 
with cultural and educational 
cooperation and means for prom- 
oting educational services to the 
Palestinian people living under 
Israeli occupation. 

Hindawi held a round of sepa- 
rate talks with Mayor on Jordan- 
UNESCO cooperation and the 
general situation in Palestinian 
education in the occupied terri- 
tories. The minister drew atten- 
tion to the inhuman and grave 
measures practised by the Israeli 
occupation authorities against 
educational institutions in the 
occupied territories, Petra said. 

Minister of Culture and National 
Heritage Mohammad Hammouri and 
Mayor held a meeting Saturday and 
reviewed the ministry's programmes 
to publish books and periodicals, to 
promote theatre work, and spread 
national culture and protect heritage. 
Hammouri briefed Mayor on Jor- 
dan’s archaeological excavations, and 
preservation of documents, and re- 
viewed with him possibilities of Jor- 
dan- UNESCO cooperation in cultu- 
ral, archaeological and library affairs, 
according to Petra. 

The general conditions of universi- 
ties and community colleges in Jordan 
were the topic of discussions at a 
meeting between Higher Education 
Minister Nassereddin Al Assad and 
the UNESCO director-general. 
Assad briefed Mayor on statistics 
related to these institutions and to 
Jordanian students studying abroad, 
Petra said. 

Assad and Mayor reviewed Jor- 
dan’s needs and possible areas where 
UNESCO could assist the Kingdom's 
educational institutions. Assad ex- 
pressed hope that UNESCO would 
provide assistance to Jordan under 
provisions of a memorandum of 
understanding scheduled to be signed 
here Sunday between the U-N. agen- 
cy and the Ministry of Education. 

In a separate meeting, HCST 
Secrerary-General Adrian Badran 
briefed Mayor on the programmes of 


the council and of the Royal Scientific 
Society (RSS) and reviewed prospects 
for Jordan-UNESCO cooperation in 
science and technology. Mayor praised 
the prospect of developing coopera- 
tion, particularly in the field of solar 
power research programmes and 
transfer of technology, Petra re- 
ported. 

University of Jordan President 
Abdul Salam Al Majali briefed 
Mayor on the subjects being taught at 
the university and methods followed 
by the cmiversity administration. Ma- 
jali and Mayor reviewed Jordan- UN- 
ESCO cooperation and means to 
boost it. 

Mayor, who arrived here Friday, 
was the guest of honour at a banquet 
hosted by Hindawi Friday evening. In 
a speech on the occasion, the minister 
paid tribute to UNESCO efforts to 
promote education and to open chan- 
nels of cooperation with its members 
in the Geld of education. Jordan looks 
forward to the U.N. agency with 
confidence to promoting educational 
programmes and serve the social and 
economic sectors, Hindawi said. The 
minis ter said a UNESCO-sponsored 
three-stage programme to promote 
education and eradicate QJjleracy in 
the Arab World was a great service to 
the Arabs. 

Hindawi presented Mayor with the 
Ministry of Education’s Medal of the 
First Order, which was conferred on 
the UNESCO chief by the King in 
recognition of his efforts in service of 
the international community. 

Expressing thanks for the honour. 
Mayor noted that more than 50 per 
cent of the Jordanian population are 
young, receiving education of some 
form and it should be seen as a great 
endeavour by the Kingdom. 

Upon his arrival here on a three- 
day visit earlier Friday, Mayor said 
the UNESCO programme to eradi- 
cate illiteracy in the Arab World by 
the year 2000 also aims to univeraalise 
primary education for all Arabs. 

The programme, which wifi be 
launched at a press conference here 
Snnday, is aimed at promoting the 
Arab World’s national potential and 
help develop Arab cultural and social 
programmes, maximising exploitation 
of Arab natural resources, he said. 

Information Minister Hani Kba- 
sawneh Saturday met with the UN- 
ESCO chief and reviewed Jordan- 
UNESCO cooperation relations in 
the field of information and UN- 
ESCO aid to a number of projects 


such as establishing a central bank for 
information and a system for storing 
information, as well as supplying the 
television and radio training centre 
with efficient cadres. 

Khasawneh expressed Jordan’s 
support For UNESCO and referred to 
Crown Prince Hassan ‘s interest in the 
UNESCO and its distinguished 
efforts. 

Mayor expressed support for Jor- 
dan's projects and UNESCO’s keen- 
ness to consolidate bilateral relations. 

Later Saturday, Mayor said his 
meetings with King Hussein, Crown 
Prince Hassan, and others enabled 
him to get familiarised with Jordan's 
policies and its educational and cultu- 
ral strategies. 

He also lauded the interest King 
Hussein and Crown Prince Hassan 
show in (he fields of environment and 
development. 

In an interview conducted by Petra, 
the UNESCO chief said that $30,000 
would be granted to Jordan to finance 
seminars by experts on factors caus- 
ing damages to antiquities in Jordan 
and on establishing facilities to deal 
with urgent cases in archaeological 
sites. 

On the situation in the occupied 
territories, he said that UNESCO 
wants to know what is taking place 
there. Noting that the educational 
situation deteriorated there following 
the closure of universities and 
schools, be said that UNESCO can- 
not tackle the educational problems 
alone because this constitutes a part 
of the whole problem. 

Other international sides should 
participate in finding a comprehen- 
sive solution to all aspects of the 
problem, he said. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Agri- 
cultural Credit Corporation 
(ACC) plans to reschedule the 
settlement of loans due on far- 
mers in the Jordan Valley whose 
crops were damaged by the re- 
cent wave of frost; and the far- 
mere wifi be required to pay their 
debts in the next year, ACC 
Director General Sami Sunna 
announced in a newspaper inter- 
view published Saturday. 

Sunna said it is hoped that 
the Jordan Valley farmers will 
now embark on planting summer 
vegetables such as tomatoes, 
melons and maize. 

We are deeply concerned over 
the status of the Jordan Valley 
fanners whose lands produce 
most of the country’s crops. Sun-, 
na noted. 

He said loans due to these 
farmers account for 40 per cent of 
the total loans given to farmers in 
the whole country, or a sum of JD 
12 million out of a JD 20 million 
given to all farmers in Jordan in 
the form of loans. 

The ACC can reschedule the 
settlement of debts, but has no 
power to exempt farmers from 
settling their loans, Sunna said in 
a statement to Al Dustour daily 
newspaper. 

He said that the government 
does not provide the ACC with 


any funds, but has a share of JD 9 
million in the corporation’s 
capital. 

Due to foreign funds, the 
ACCs current loans now stand at 
JD 19 million, and the ACC has 
to pay back the sum which it had 
loaned to Jordanian fanners, 
Sunna explained. 

He said that the ACC pays JD 
2 million annnaliy in repayment 
of the debt or interest on the 
loan, and therefore, it is forced 
to collect the money from the 
farmers. 

Sunna said that the ACC offers 
loans to farmers with interest at 
rate ranging from six to 8.5 per 
cent, depending on the size of the 
loan. 

The loans, he said, are given 
after ACC teams operating at the 
corporation's 14 branches around 
the Kingdom carry out a survey 
of the farmers* projects and after 
ascertaining that the loans would 
be repaid. 

But, he added, should some 
farmers fail to pay back their 
dues, a special committee ex- 
amines the reasons behind such 
behaviour and if these are beyond 
the farmers control, the loans are 
rescheduled. 

He said that in the event a 
fanner has no reason for not 


repaying his debts, legal proce- 
dures are taken against him; and 
if he still persists, the land will be 
confiscated in accordance with 
the ACC’s regulations. 

Since its establishmenr in 1960, 
Sunna said, the ACC has faced 
only six such cases in which the 
land had to be confiscated. 

Also since its establishment . the 
ACC has provided JD 82 million 
in loans to farmers in Jordan who 
used the money to develop and 
reclaim land in the Jordan Valley 
and badia regions, drill artesian 
wells to pump out water for 
irrigation projects, to set up lives- 
tock and poultry farms or to plant 
fruit trees and purchase machin- 
ery as well as fanning equipment. 

At present, farmers in Jordan 
obtain loans from the ACC. the 
Agricultural Development Bank, 
the Jordan Farmers Association 
and others, and the corporation is 
striving to unify the work of these 
agencies to avoid dual loans on 
farmers, and reduce complica- 
tions and difficulties in dealing 
with leading and repaying proce- 
dures, Sunna added. 

He said that the ACC had 
found that some fanners had 
obtained loans totalling JD 6 mil- 
lion from two or three sources, 
making it more and more difficult 
for them to pay back. 


Training course for English language 
teachers opens at Yarmouk University 


IRBID (Petra) — A two-month 
training course for teachers of 
English language in Ixbid Gov- 
ernorate opened at Yarmouk 
University's languages centre 
Saturday. 

The course, which has been 
organised by the Noor Al Hus- 
sein Foundation in cooperation’ 
with the Ministry of Education, 
the British Council and Yarmouk 


University, is attended by 30 
teachers working at secondary 
schools operated by the Ministry 
of Education. 

The participants will hear lec- 
tures and do practical work using 
the latest methods in teaching the 
language. 

Also at Yarmouk University, 
an exhibition of photographs was 
organised in cooperation with the 


American Cultural Centre in 
Amman. 

The five-day exhibition dis-' 
plays photographs depicting 
general scenes from the Middle 
East taken in the last century. 

The 100 photographs also de- 
pict historical and cultural scenes 
from Jordan. Palestine, Egypt, 
Syria. Lebanon. Turkey and 
Algeria. 


VOCATIONAL EDUCATION: Twenty teachers Saturday enrol- 
led in a three-day course on vocational education at the Vocational 
T raining Centre in Ain Al Basha. This course is designed to promote 
their standard in various curricula related to vocational programmes. 


IRS REPRESENT* 

A representative of the U.S. Internal Revenue Service wiM 

be available on the following dates to answer questions 

and provide information on U.S. income tax filing; 

Sunday, February 28: 

8:00 a.m.-12:30 p.m.: Individual sessions at the American 
Center, 3rd Circle. 

1:30 p.m.-4:30 p.m.: Individual sessions in the Consular- 
Section. American Embassy. 

Monday, February 27: 

8:00 am.-l 2:30 p.m.: Individual sessions at the American 
Center, 3rd Circle. 

7:00 p.m. -9:00 p.m.: Taxpayers’ seminar at the American j 
Center, 3rd Circle. 

Tuesday, February 28: 

8:00 a.m.-1 2:30 p.m.: Individual sessions at the American 
Center, 3rd Circle. 

1:30 pm-4:30 p.m.: Individual sessions in the Consular 
Section, American Embassy. 

For farther Information please call 644371 ext 233. 
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JORDAN COMPUTER SOCIETY 

Hie Jordan Computer Society invites 
members and those interested to a lecture on: 

New Trends in Information 
Technology 

Jean Jacques Duby 

qroup director, Science & Technology, IBM 
(Europe) 

ex-director, Centre National de Recherche 
Scientifique (France) 

on Sunday 19/2/1989, 6:30 p.m. 
atthe lecture hall s Amman Chamber of 
Commerce, Shmeissani 
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U.S. double 
standard 

THE ARAB World, including the Palestinians struggling 
under Israeli occupation, never thought for a moment that a 
resolution by the U.N. Security Council by itself would 
bring them salvation or deliver than from evil. At best U.N. 
resolutions establish legitimate international norms for 
humanity to heed. Yet it is shocking to watch the U.S. 
government vetoing one resolution after the other on the 
situation in the Middle East, the latest on Friday when it 
vetoed a resolution conde mning Israel’s grave violations of 
human rights in the occupied territories. j 

It was only a week ago that the U.S. State Department 
issued its 1988 human rights report on the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip and found that the Israeli human rights record in 
the occupied territories was abominable, (hie would have 
thought that at least this time the U.S. delegation to the U.N. 
Security Council would have no trouble voting in support of 
the draft resolution on the situation in these territories on 
the strength of the U.S. report. After all the projected 
resolution did not go farther than the U.S. report on the 
human rights situation in the West Bank and Gaza Strip and 
therefore it would have been natural and logical to win the 
U.S. vote this time at least. 

The only redeeming factor in the latest U.N. Security 
Council encounter is the crystal dear revelation that 
Washington’s allies do not see eye to eye with it on the 
Palestinian case. The words and votes of the Western 
European members of the Security Council suggest a deep 
rift between them and the U.S., not only on the Palestinian 
uprising but also on the fundamentals of the resolution of 
the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. Israel is of coarse taking a 
great comfort from ail this and the latest reports from Tel 
Aviv suggest that the Israeli leaders are even gloating about 
the widening rift between Europe and the U.S. on the 
Middle East issue. Meanwhile the latest signals from the 
new American administration should give the Arab World 
some food for thought and should propel the Arab World to 
positive reactions. The just announced Arab Cooperation 
Council is a clear signal to the U.S. as well as to the whole 
world that the Arab parties to the Arab-Isradi conflict will 
henceforth exercise more and more sdf-rdiance in their 
pursuit of a just and permanent settlement. The more the 
U.S. alienates the Arab World with its unfortunate record at 
the U.N. on the Arab-Israeli conflict the more this will serve 
as a propeller for Arabs to achieve a higher levd of 
self-reliance. In the final analysis, such Arab formations 
whether in the Maghreb, the Mashreq or the Golf would be 
translated to political, military and economic Arab muscle 
that could hurt Israel more than the U.N. resolutions. 


JORDAN PRESS EDITORIALS 


Commenting on Ihe proclamation of the Arab Cooperation 
Council (ACC) in Baghdad on Thursday, A1 Ra'i Arabic daily 
said that the masses in Egypt, North Yemen, Iraq and Jordan 
were overwhelmed with joy and have expressed their feelings 
through their manifestations in the streets. The Arab masses feel 
that the Baghdad proclamation was part of the serious endeavours 
on the part of their leaders to achieve national aspirations for the 
whole Arab World, the paper noted- It said that the Arab people 
believe that through economic integration, the Arabs can first 
form strong economic groupings, which are needed at present to 
counter the effects of other alliances, and safeguard Arab national 
interest. It said that apart from achieving a balance with other 
groupings, the Arab Cooperation Council will pave the ground 
for a greater measure of inter-Arab cooperation which is an 
essential element for unity. But the paper said that the mini ature 
unity achieved in Baghdad is a source of threat to the enemies of 
the Arab World and, therefore, it would not be surprising to see 
these enemies expressing their concern and fear of such unity by 
launching hostile propaganda campaigns against the Arab Nation. 

Writing in Ai Ra'i daily, columnist Fabed A1 Fanefc says that the 
rejoicing by the Arab masses over the proclamation of the Arab 
Cooperation Council far exceeded the event itself not because the 
Arab masses did not understand this important step but because 
they saw in it an open door leading towards further accomplish- 
ments towards Arab unity. The writer says the Arab masses have 
all the right to think so because previous attempts on the part of a 
number of Arab countries towards achieving unity or merger 
ended in failure. The new step is a miniature unity among Arab 
states and could be considered as a little step or rather a seed 
which could be nurtured to grow up and become a fruitful tree; 
the writer adds. He says the economic unity between SO milli on 
people living in tbe four Arab countries is indeed a new step 
towards a greater opportunity ; and if the economic cooperation is 
promoted among the four members of the council, the way would 
be open for politicians, intellectuals, journalists, university 
professors and professionals of all kinds to meet and pave the 
ground for other forms of cooperation in their respective fields. 
Despite the fact that Jordan possesses the smallest area, he adds, 
the least volume of population and natural resources, its active 
people can and should take the initiative to stimulate such 
cohesion among the four countries. 

Al Dnstour daily described the Arab Cooperation Council as 
embodying the dreams of the Arab masses, and for this reason 
these masses went out into the streets in a show of joy and delight 
over the historic event. The paper said that the overwhelming 
positive reactions and the great welcome for this great step as 
expressed by people of all walks of life throughout the Arab 
World is a clear indication of the feelings of the Arab citizens and 
their aspirations for unity. The paper said that the proclamation 
of the Arab Cooperation Council was a fulfilment of part of the 
Arab masses' dream, and is seen as a new dawn for a bright 
future. As the Arabs continue to express their joy over the event, 
the Jordanian people take pride in the role played by King 
Hussein to make this dream come true, the paper noted. It said 
that the King’s efforts coupled with those of the leaders of Egypt, 
North Yemen and Iraq continue to fill the hearts of Arab masses 
with hope that further steps on the road to unity will be achieved. 


Sunday’s Economic Pulse 


By Dr. Fabed Fadek 


Jordan stands to benefit from ACC 


ON FEBRUARY 16, the Arab Cooperation Council (ACC) was 
formally bom as a regional entity that comprised some 80 million 
Arabs in four major and central Arab countries with a combined 
market of no less than $80 billion a year of aggregate demand on 
goods and services. 

The group indudes the Arab country with the largest popula- 
tion (Egypt), tbe Arab country with the strongest army (Iraq), 
and the Arab country with the most dynamic private sector 
(Jordan). 

The cooperation will be basically economical, at least at this 
stage, and may develop gradually later on to cover other vital 
areas such as politics, national security, and social affairs. 

Jordan stands to benefit tremendously from its active mem- 
bership in the ACC, which justifies the major role played by the. 
Jordanian leadership in tbe creation, promotion and implementa- ' 
tion of the project. 

Foreign observers may argue that the economic benefits that 
may accrue to the members will be minor, because the four 
countries are not currently in the best of financial positions. Their 
markets, they point out, are limited, their productive bases are 
not big, and their economic and political systems differ widely. 

It is because of these very facts that the cooperation is needed, 
not as a simple addition of weaknesses, but as a creative 


Israel: ‘The 
status quo is a 

no-exit road’ 


By Anthony Lewjs 

‘'Mr. Prime Minister, to 
achieve order in the Casbah I 
have to act brutally toward peo- 
ple free of crime, too. I feel 
humiliated by this behaviour. The 
situation has become a catas- 
trophe. It’s breaking us and 
strengthening the Arabs." 

— An Israeli . soldier, when 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir 
visited troops in the West Bank 
dty of Nablus last month. 

NEW YORK — For 14 months 
now Israel has been trying to 
suppress the intifada, the Palesti- 
nian uprising, by force. In- 
creasingly severe measures Have 
exacted a heavy price ‘on the 
Palestinians in the occupied terri- 
tories. 

At least 347 Palestinians have 
been killed; 20,000 have been 
wounded. 

In 1988, 20,000 Palestinians 
were imprisoned — some after 
prosecution, more detained with- 
out trial on suspicion of partici- 
pating in the uprising. 

By military order, 157 Palesti- 
nian homes have been Mown up 
and 54 sealed because someone in 
the family was suspected. Forty- 
five suspected leaders of the up- 
rising have been deported. 

Villages, refugee camps and 
even dties have been kept under 


West German SPD 
produces a new 
party programme 


By Karl Zander 
BONN (DaD) — The Social 
Democratic Party of Germany 
(SPD) intends to produce in its 
future programme “conclusive 
answers to the challenges of to- 
day.” SPD chairman Hans- 
Jocfaen Vogel said that the other 
political parties would have to 
take note of this competition. He 
was speaking at the presentation 
of the principles for the new party 
programme. The party will make 
decisions on this programme at a 
special party conference in Bre- 
men at tbe end of the year. It will 
replace the Godesberg Program- 
me which was drawn op in 19S9 
and has been valid for the party 
until now. It was originally plan- 
ned to hold the party programme 
conference at the end of August, 
bnt Vogel wants to give the 
900,000 party members more 
time to discuss the proposals. 

Vogel has combined the princi- 
ples of the future party program- 
me under ‘‘ten headings.” These 
show that the SPD. which regards 
itself as a “liberal national party 
of tbe left” will retain the basic 
values of the Godesberg Prog- 
ramme, but adjustments will be 
made to take into account the 
many changes in politics and life 
which have taken place over the 
30 years since the Godesberg 
Programme was drawn up. 

In 1959 nuclear energy seemed 
to the SPD to be a considerable 
Step forward without any nega- 
tive consequences. Thirty years 
ago the role of die developing 
countries in international affairs 
was not recognised fully; the 
European Community has since 
then made considerable progress 
in integration; new social move- 
ments have emerged and more 
and more women are unwilling to 
go along with the role in soaety 
traditionally allocated to them; 
then more and more the ambiva- 
lence between technical develop- 
ment and economic growth be- 
comes obvious. 

These developments will be 
taken into account in the new 


SPD programme and assessed 
a gains t the basic values of social 
democracy. The “modernisers” 
in the parly around Hans-Jochen 
Vogel and his deputy, Oskar 
Lafontaine, have been able to 
push their ideas through. At 
points where it was not possible , 
to reach an agreement with the 
"traditional left-wing of the par- i 
ty” a decision was taken by a i 
majority vote in the programme 
committee — in line with Vogel's 
and Lafontaire's thinking. This 
decision was of vital importance 
on the question of the economy, 
where a minority recommended 
old socialist recipes. 

“Freedom is for ns 
the freedom of each 
person including peo- 
ple who think dif- 
ferently. Freedom for 
a few would be pri- 
vilege/^ 

The statements on the eco- 
nomy were linked to the Godes- 
berg Programme with adjust- 
ments to meet the requirements 
of today. The central statement 
of ‘‘Competition as far as possi- 
ble, planning as far as necessary” 
was literally adopted. Emphasis 
was given to the view that market 
forces and competition were in- 
dispensable. Where powers of the 
market are overtaxed, the state 
should pre-determine tbe 
framework and direct the eco- 
nomy against undesirable trends 
through regulations and prohibi- 
tions, nevertheless not directly 
intervening in private companies. 

The statements of principle of 
the proposals show that tbe SPD 
is striving for a society in which 
every person can develop his per- 
sonality in freedom. The propos- 
als point out that "Freedom is for 
us the freedom of each person 
including people who think dif- 
ferently. Freedom for a few 
would be privilege.” 


integration of factors which will start a growth dynamism of its 
own. 

Jordan in particular will find a much larger market for its 
products. It is true that we already have extensive trading 
relations with all the other three partners, but these relations were 
always based on agreements that were valid for a year. Such short 
form concepts do not allow longer term planning, nor give rise to 
new investments. 

The unemployed — skilled labourers, managers and talented 
professionals will find new job opportunities, especially in Iraq 
and Yemen. Jordanian contractors are well qualified to take part 
in the coming Iraqi construction boom. 

Although Jordan is the smallest of the four partners, it has tbe 
most active private sector. Tbe Jordanian private sectoT should be 
able to identify the vast opportunities that will present themselves 
within the ACC countries. One can safely as s u m e that the 
Jor dan i a n industry is relatively efficient, both technically and 
economically, and has huge idle capacity to activate and compete 
once the markets are opened and available. 

Even the financial, and monetary problems and the external 
indebtness crisis could be alleviated through the newly acquired 
bargaining power that Jordan now has as a member in an 
important and credible co mmuni ty. 


The interaction among tbefoor partner* in the newconrmumty 
will not be confined to the governmental level. All cate gories of 
the society will be active, Including politicians, businessmen, 
journalists, intellectuals, capitalists, labourers, educators and 

technicians. . . 

All institutions will be active — political parties, uni vei tubes,- 
professional unioiB, chambers of commerce, industry and agricul- 
ture insti tutions, labour unions, and other financial and economic 
institutions. . • -" ! " 

The position of Jordan, its history, geography, social structure' 
and w mrmdnivfH: and its choice as the capital of the - ACC, will 
place on its shoulders the responsibility of acting as a catalyst and 
engine for further national cooperation. 

One should not be overly impressed .by the creation of ACC 
and its moderates objectives. Jordanian and Arab aspirations are 
much Higher. But people are happy to have this window -of 
opportunity opened, one that could be capitalised on and 
developed into a greater, more ambitious projects Tbe painful 
contemporary Arab retreat that started in 1967 by the hu miliating 
defeat at the hands of the Israeli aggressors, is giving" way to a- 
promising Arab recovery and resurrection which started with 
, Amman s ummi t conference in 1987, gained momentum tty the 
Palestinian uprising in 1988, and may stay the course through the 
formation of ACC. 


curfew for days and weeks at a 
time. Telephone lines have been 
cut here and there, and interna- 
tional rails blocked to and from 
all of the West Bank and Gaza. 

The measures taken by Israel 
against the uprising are laid out in 
the current issue of The New 
Yorker in a piece by Amos Elon, 
the noted Israeli writer. It is a 
powerful account of die human 
cost of these 14 months. 

Bnt Israel has paid a higher 
price for its policy than have the 
Palestinians. That is the conclu- 
sion to which anyone reading 
Eton's somber article must come. 

Israel now has three times as 
many soldiers on duty in the West 
Bank as the number needed to 
conquer it in 1967. They are 
doing policing that embitters 
many of them and, their officers 
fear, makes the army less ready 
for its real job of defending 
Israel’s security. 

The sense of law, so fun- 
damental to the Jewish tradition, 
has been' corrupted. Despite 
strong evidence of soldiers violat- 
ing orders in tbe beating and 
killing of Palestinians, hardly any 
have been seriously penalised. 

In the U.S. view, various mea- 
sures have violated international 
law. The idea of collective 
punishment has insidiously taken 
over from individual guilt. 

The financial cost to Israel is 



high: at least $2 billion so for; 
some say nearer $3 billion. That 
includes direct military expendi- 
ture, the decline in tourism and 
the impact ou the economy of 
increasing military reserve call- 
ups to 60 days a year. 

It aO adds up to what the 
soldier told Shamir in Nablus: a 
catastrophe for Israel. That a 
soldier spoke as he did — and 
others, too — was a tribute to the 
democratic character of Israel. 
But the co on tty’s political lead- 
ership today is not up to the 
soldier’s level of candour and hon- 
our in facing reality. 

The coalition government's 


policy remains based on force. 
But force has not stopped the 
uprising so for. What more brutal 
measures would be “effective”? 
Top military officers have been 
warning that it is not a military 
problem. The chief of staff, 
Lieutenant General Dan Shorn- 
ron, said: "There is no such thing 
as eradicating the uprising, be- 
cause in its essence it expresses 
the struggle of nationalism.” 

In short, the solution to the 
intifada can only be political. 
That means talking to the Palesti- 
nians. And that in turn means 
talking to the PLO. By now those 
who are not willfully blind know 


that the Palestinians in the terri- 
tories want no one but the PLO 
as their negotiator. 

Israelis are coming to accept 
that difficult reality. A recent poll-, 
showed 54 per cent in fovourof . 
talking with the !PLO.iBut the 
government spends its energy de- 
nying the reality. It says it mil 
never talk with the PLO, Iistead 
of encouraging the main- line 
Palestinian leadership’s historic 
move toward a . political settle- 
ment, it plays up die irreconcil- 
able PLO extremist factions. 

Tbe logic of Shamir and his: 
colleagues is to deny the. political . 
existence of the Palestinians. It is 


; the- logic of "endless . conflict, 
.bleeding fcrael’s snbstanoe. 

■ A conservative American Jew, 
Behno WeiserVarrin, professor 
of religion a it Bostim Tfoiyeisity,. 

. has just made , the pcast; m .a 
moving way],. . . 

- He was tong opposedtodeal- I 
mg with the PLO, and hejitfll 
does not trust it_ But he has come ; 
to believe that a_Paksfimaj£ slate, 1 
like'* Jewish state, is a historical 
necessity. ■ • 

■ “I can’t help being. a realist,” ! 
Varon wrote. .-“The sfotu&qpo — - 
intifada — Kaso-exitroki’i— -The ; 
New York Times. - • 


Italy seeks asylum curbs 


By Fabrissio Fontemaggi 

ROME, Italy — The refugee 
crunch has come to Italy, tradi- 
tionally host to new arrivals from 
Africa and the Middle East, and 
given rise to an increasingly 
vociferous anti-immigration 
lobby. 

For many years Italy bas served 
as the staging post for economic 
and political refugees from its 
former colonies in' Africa, espe- 
cially Ethiopians and Somalis in 
search of better prospects or Li- 
byans at odds with the regime. 

Most of those arriving in the 
country thought of Italy as a 
temporary shelter and looked to 
destinations farther afield, parti- 
cularly Canada and the United 
States, for permanent settlement. 
For many years indeed Italy was 
an unattractive place for fore- 
igners (and of course for Italians, 
who emigrated in hordes), with 
one of the lowest incomes per 
head in Western Europe and 
rampant unemployment. 

The economic rebound in 
Western Europe has catapulted 
Italy into a new age of prosperity, 
with industries clamouring for 
manpower and plenty of money 
for everyone to spend. As a 
result, many of those refugees 
who planned to migrate to North 
America stayed back instead and 
made their homes in the country. 

Although the numbers of re- 
fugees allowed to settle in Italy 
remain snail, by Italian standards 
they have grown over tbe past 
few months (a total of about 
3,000 over the past few years). 
But for the government's dogged 
adherence to the "geographical 
restriction” clause of the 1951 
UN Refugee Convention, permit- 
ting only a trickle of non-Euro- 
peans, few experts doubt that the 
numbers would have grown dra- 
matically. 

And yet resettlement of re- 


fugees in Italy has slowed down in 
response to political opposition as 
well as the pressure from neigh- 
bouring European countries, 
especially West Germany and 
France, to “plug loopholes" that 
allow entrants to filter through 
loosely controlled borders. 

A rightist outcry over tbe influx 
of Third World (non-white) re- 
fugees has created its own back- 
lash among the more reasonable 
politicians and media personali- 
ties. Renzo Ar bo re, a television 
newscaster, recently urged his au- 
dience to "be friendly to tbe 
refugee, give him a smile, show 
solidarity with him and be hospit- 


able... a refugee needs tins.” 

At least 10,000 refugees are 
believed to be registered with 
Italian and United Nations au- 
thorities, though -thousands of 
others are believed to. bo living 
illegally. Only about a fourth of 
them are awaiting resettlement in 
the United States, Canada or 
other industrial countries. 

The end of tbe war in the Gulf 
and the likelihood of a settlement 
in Afghanistan has -reduced to- a 
trickle tbe number of Iraqi, Ira- 
nian or Afghan refugees, but 
thousands of Middle Eastern 
men. women and children 
already are in Italy, waiting for. 
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Cancer Control 

. PrTOTities and strategies 


developing ones. What is to be 
done? 

Impact 

I 

Nothing would have a greater 
impact on the fight against can- 
cer than being able to put into 
effect the enormous knowledge 
already gained in cancer control. 
About one-third of all cancers are 
potentially preventable. 

But bow can the conditions — 
early diagnosis and adequate 
routine therapies — be met? In 
most countries, cancer control 
activities lack overall coordina- 
tion. Usually most of the re- 
sources are used for therapy, 
often at relatively high costs yet 
with limited effect, as the great 
majority of patients are incurable 
at time of diagnosis. Particular 


F: siry Fmcr-rfon t F-iHy Duf ..- 1 


Cursmc 1 Thcupy I Pjiii Rdid 


•lEk'lMdl 
Uoug 
. Prove 

Cpkreirm<n . 

' CVtviir - 

M.-uili'lih jyn- 

, Ui« 


lSiiii- 


- •' i-vt- n'.- 1 

■ - • 1 d **1* 


0 - 

-■If 


A system in crisis is 
questioning itself 



- iJ$y> Lee Mitg?ng 

7hc A.*oc/'ar«# Press 

NEW YORK ~— “A nation at 
risk.” ffe landmark U;S. report 
-that .condemned mediocrity in 
; America's schools nearly six 
years ogn, shocked the nation 
.- into a Thirty of reform..- _ . 

Butihiee new reports, describ- 
. ing.tbe sad state of U.S. students’ 
abflitieritt.m&^ be 

. - even more cause for alarm. 

Qp- the; suifece,'. '.the' . reports 
released fast week: revealed little 
' • Americans haven’t heard before. 

'. Reputedly during die last dt-. 

' - cade,: international comparisons 
have shown 2 U.S. students lagging 
behind other yotmgsters in math. 

“A.iwprlcC ^differences," a 
- -report by the privately operated 
educational testuig servicc asses- . 
sing -24,000; 13-year-olds in six 




countries, found South Koreans 
doing best among those tested 
from countries that also included 
Ireland; England. Canada and 
Spain. U.S. pupils scored last in 
the limited study. 

A report by the national re- 
search council, “everybody 
counts: a report to the nation on 
the future of mathematics educa- 
tion,” concluded that the nation 
resperately needs to agree on 
bow math should be taught. But 
if noted that compared with 
Japan or South Korea, math re- 
form has consistently gotten no- 
where in the United States largely 
because its decentralised national 
school structure makes national 
decisioQrmaking difficult. 

"The top-down systems have 
beaten us bands down," the re- 
port concluded. 
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Survey 

A survey conducted by the 
University of Michigan compared 
math achievement levels of first 
and fifth- graders in the Chicago 
area and Beijing. It found Amer- 
ican youngsters performing signi- 
ficantly worse than their Chinese 
counterparts. 

That survey also found that 
the American parents would be 
satisfied if their children scored a 
70 on a math test, while Chinese 
children had to score in the 90s to 
please their parents. 

But the larger significance of 
these latest reports lies in two 
other findings: students scoring 
highest did the most homework 
and watched the least television, j 
Koreans ranked first in math 
homework, with 45 per cent . 
doing at least one to two hours a 
week, U.S. students ranked last, 
with 28 per cent doing that 
amount. 

Some U.S. educators wonder 
whether these math scores de- 
monstrate that American youngs- 
ters have grown soft on hard 
work. 

“I think it’s a cultural phe- 
nomenon in this country," said 
Scott Thomson, executive direc- 
tor of the national association of 
secondary school principals.” We 
don’t recognise the importance of 
studying math or studying tough 
subjects. 

“The countries that are most 
successful. like Japan or Korea, 
say right up front that it takes 
hard work and long hours and 
grinding it out. Americans as a 
nation tend to be impatient with 
everything, including studying.” 

Put bluntly: with math, as with 
no other subject, there’s simply 
no faking it. The answer’s right or 
wrong. You either took the time 
at home to memorise and drill 
and practice, or you didn’t. 

But equally important, home- 
work and a wholesome environ- 
ment are inseparable. 


emphasis could be given to the 
careful setting of priorities, since 
cost -effectiveness considerations 
play the greatest role when re- 
sources are severely limited. 

Launching a cancer control 
activity can be expensive and can 
take many years to complete. The 
ase of a formal procedure for 
evaluating potential activities and 
setting priorities can usualy be 
accomplished in a few days at a 
tiny fraction of the cost of laun- 
ching a programme, and may 
protect against the waste of large 
amounts of money and resources. 

Of the eight most frequent 
tumours, five are more common 
in developing countries, three are 
preventable, screening or early 
diagnosis is effective in three, 
therapy is curative in three (but 
only if diagnosed at an early 
stage), and finally, pain relief and v 
palliative care are needed for' 
most. Worldwide, at least two- 
thirds of all cancer patients will 
die of their tumours. 

Comfort 

Active palliative care including j 
pain relief could therefore be a 
high priority instead of a low one; 
there is a need for re-thinking 
there. Quality of life and comfort 
before death could be consider- 
ably improved by a relatively 
small reshuffling of resources. 

The one-third of cancers which 
are potentially preventable could 
in fact be avoided by such mea- 
sures as national tobacco control 
programmes. 

In developing countries, for 
years to come, nationally efficient 
screening policies for specific can- 
cers will be unrealistic. Therapy 
could therefore be linked with the 
search for earlier diagnosis. All 
too often, limited resources are 
spent on expensive curative ther- 
apies which have a marginal 
effect when applied to an ocean 
of incurable (and penniless) pa- 
tients. 

In most developing countries, 
the lack of resources and man- 
power (nurses, trained surgeons, 
radiotherapists and other special- 
ists) makes it unrealistic to apply 
routine procedure on everyone. 
Instead, research has to be en- 
couraged on therapeutic proce- 
dures that are appropriate in situa- 
tions where there is minimal 
health care infrastructure. 

Following its review of essen- 
tial chemotherapeutic drugs for 
cancer, the World Health Orga- 
nisation recently recommended 
that only 14 drugs were required 
for treating curable cancers. 

Freedom from pain 

Freedom from cancer pain 
similarly is possible with relative- 
ly simple, inexpensive methods. 
Two-thirds of ail cancer patients 
today will die of their disease; for 
them pain relief is the only realis- 
tic and humane alternative for 
years to come. Yet few countries 
have any cancer pain relief poli- 
cies or programmes. 

WHO is encouraging countries 
in the Middle East and South 
Asia to develop their national 
cancer control policies and prog- 
rammes and to integrate them 
into the existing health care sys- 
tem. Added to die U.N. agency’s 
work has been the contribution of 
the International Agency for Re- 
search on Cancer (IARC), based 
in Lyon, France. 

The lARCTs work on identify- 
ing risk factors for cancer in the 
environment, high-risk groups in 
different populations, describing 
the world epidemiological situa- 
tion and disseminating informa- 
tion, is of particular relevance to 
tiie upwardly mobile developing 
countries which feel threatened 
by new disease patterns. — 
Academic File. 



An Egyptian worker brushes dost off one of Gve life-sized 
statues discovered in the Pharaonic ruins of Luxor Temple in 


Upper Egypt three weeks ago. Experts said it could be the 
greatest archaeological find since the turn of the century. 


A missing link 
to ancient history 


By Sara El-Gamal 
Reuter 

LUXOR — Scientists have begun 
trying to solve the riddles posed 
by five freshly unearthed Phar- 
aonic statues at Luxor temple, 
described as one of Egypt's 
greatest archaeological finds this 
century. 

The lifesize statues of kings, a 
god and goddesses, probably 
carved more than 3,000 years ago 
and unearthed over the last three 
weeks, have posed new questions 
for experts in the dusty science of 
Egyptology. 

“We don’t know what they're 
doing there or why,” Say ed Taw- 
fik, bead of the Egyptian Anti- 
quities Organisation, said in an 
interview last week. 

Experts said the black stone' 
carvings of two seated women 
and three men were the greatest 
discovery of their kind since 3,000 
amulet-sized statues were dug up 


at the nearby temple of Kamak in 
1902. 

“These ones are much larger 
and of life size and that means 
that there will be something real- 
ly great buried under there,” said 
Egyptian Culture Minister 
Farouk Hosni. 

“We have found three, four, 
five statues. That means there’s a 
sixth, a seventh, an eighth,” he 
told reporters as workmen 
brushed dirt off the statues. 

Hosni said the accidental dis- 
covery — made as scientists in- 
vestigated subsoil water en- 
dangering two nearby columns — 
could be the greatest of its kind 
this century'. 

Experts said they would keep 
on digging at the Luxor temple 
until they were sure they had 
found the whole cache. 

Three weeks ago scientists 
struck solid rock when they began 
taking soil samples from the court 
to see what was needed to pre- 


vent further damage. 

“It was purely by chance,” said 
Hishmat Adeeb. in charge of 
documentation and who was pre- 
sent at the time of the initial 
discovery. “We had no idea any- 
thing was buried in the temple.” 

“But they were little statues. 
Here they ate of normal size and 
we expect to find many more 
buried here,” Hosni said. “They 
should complete the missing link 
in ancient history.” 

Sayed Tawfik speculated that 
the 1.5 and two-metre statues 
might have been buried by priests 
fearing their destruction by in- 
vaders. 

Egyptologist Sayed Haggag 
said they might have been hidden 
to prevent Amenhoteb’s son 
Akhnaton getting hold of them 
when he replaced an old religion 
with a new form of sun worship. 

According to history books, 
Akhnaton hacked away images 


and names of deities in Luxor 
temple, built on an old site of sun 
god Amoun worship. 

“These are only assumptions. 
We will not know what this cache 
is doing here until we excavate 
the lasf statue.” Haggag said. 

Most Egyptologists thought the 
statues dated back to the 18th 
dynasty between 1570 and 1305 
B.C. but some believed they be- 
longed to a much later period. 

After almost a day of excava- 
tion workmen struggle with an 
unidentified statue within the pit. 

Above them loomed the sky 
goddess Hatahor with cow horns 
and a sun disc on her head co- 
vered in mud to remove salt 
staining her black body. 

Amenhoteb and his favourite 
wife Tiye stood in the pit beside 
Horamheb. a general under 
Akhnaton and later a king. 

The figures are destined to go 
on view at the Luxor museum. 


Waste management — ahead of 


By Kurt Pleyer 

LEVERKUSEN (DaD) — Ger- 
man chemical works are ahead of 
their time. They are currently 
implementing environmental pro- 
tection regulations which, accord- 
ing to political decisions, will not 
come into effect for seven years. 
Major companies such as Bayer, 
Hoechst and BASF allocate every 
fifth Deutschetnark earmarked 
for investment for protection -of 
the earth, air and water. This 
year they have provided DM5 
billion for this purpose. 

The latest example of this con- 
cern is an incineration plant, built 


at a cost of DM100 million, which 
Bayer boss Hermann J. Strenger 
set in operation in Leverkusen at 
the press of a button. It not only 
considerably reduces the volume 
of waste but makes incineration 
at se3 of chlorinated hydrocar- 
bons superfluous. This has caused 
enormous protest from environ- 
mental protection organisations 
over the past few years. 

The new plant is a huge waste 
management centre. Ar a 
temperature of 1,000 degrees 
20,000 tons of concentrated sew- 
age and 90,000 tons of sludge can 
be disposed of annually without 
harm to the environment. Sewage 


is almost completely disposed of 
any incineration. The residual gas 
can be used as energy. Only 

20.000 tons of harmless ash re- 
main from incineration of the 

90.000 tons of sludge. The ash is 
deposited in the plant's own dis- 
posal site. 

Various techniques are avail- 
able for waste disposal. Bayer 
engineers decided in favour of a 
50-metre tall, computer-control- 
led oven. The incineration air is 
directed over eight tiers to the 
sludge. Temperature and air 
supply are automatically control- 
led, which ensures that the waste 
is completely incinerated. An ex- 


pert said that 85 per cent of the 
heat generated by this process 
was fed back into the plant. By 
comparison only 35 per cent of 
public power supply was recy- 
cled. 

The Norrh Sea can now literal- 
ly breath again. The oxygen con- 
tent is increasing and there is a 
decrease in harmful filth along 
the Federal Republic's coast-line. 
German factories have said they 
will no longer pour sulphurised 
liquids into the seas from 1991 
onwards. British and French che- 
mical works have given them- 
selves a longer transitional 
period. 
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; Some- ILS- educators wonder whether these math scores 
demonstrate that American youngsters have grown soft on bard 

wrick-'"- 

. “I think it’s a cultural phenomenon in the country,'* said Scott 
Thomson, - ' executive director of the national association of secon- 
dary school principals.” We don’t recognise the importance of 
sfodylng maih or studying tough subjects. 
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The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle. Jabal Amman, near 
Ahhyyah Girls School 

Take away is available 

. Open daily : 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

fcJD-Mhinighi 

Tel. 038968. 


MANDARIN 
Chinese Restaurant 

The only typical Chinese 
cuisine in Amman. 
Chinese Flaming por is available 
Take away available 
Open Juih 12:00- 1 >-30 
ISM -23:30 

Wadi Saqra Hoad - near Traffic 
Budge 

Amman. Jordan 

V Tel: 661922 V 


^ CHEN’S N 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbeque for 
Lunch Friday only 

Tel: 818214 

Come and laste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 
p.m. 

. . 6:30 - Midnight > 


CHINESE 

RESTAURANT 


TAIWAN TOURISMO 
Authentic Chinese Food 

Korean Bar-B-Q 
Charcoal Flaming Pot 


Open daily Noon - 3:30 p.m. 
& 6:30p.m. -midnight 

Location: Near 3rd Circle 
opposite Akilah Hospital 

Tel: 641093 


if 

FIRST CLASS INDIAN 


ISIS® 


Special Executive Luncheons 

Take away service 
available 

Open Daily 12.30-3.30 pm 
7.30 -T1. 30 pm 
After the Holiday Inn hotel 
Towards 3rd circle 


Tel;659519265K20'Ss1 
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)PEC gradually slows oil production 


NEW YORK (Agencies) — OPEC pumped an 
sstimated 19.33 million barrels of ofl per day (b/d) in 
fbe first two weeks of February, a drop from 
January levels as members adapted to new quotas, 
oil analysts said Friday. 


mfllion b/d, while Kuwait’s out- 
put may have jumped about 
20,000 b/tf to 1 J2 million b/d, 
analysts said. 


- OPEC pumped 19.55 million 
.b'd last month, above the official 
ceiling adopted last November of 
18.5 million b/d for the first half 
of 1989. 

Based on the early estimates, 
analysts predict the Organisation 
of Petroleum Exporting Coun- 
tries’ (OPECs’) total February 
output could decline to an aver- 
rge of 19.0 milli on b/d. 

“There is a gradual slowdown 
in production," said Vahan 
Zanoyan, managing director of 
the Petroleum Finance Co. 
"There is some (production) dis- 
ci nliae.” 


and 


Output by the 13-member 
group has declined steadily since 
December, when the group 
pumped a seven-year high of 
22.76 million b/d, according to a 
Reuter survey. 

Indonesian OH Minister Ginan- 
jar Kartasnsmita said Thursday 
OPEC’s January output was be- 
19 million b/d. He gave no 


low 


estimate for the first half of 
February. 

The United Arab Emirates 
and Saudi Arabia have lowered 
their production so far this 
month, while output in Iran and 
Kuwait rose, analysts said. Pro- 


duction in Ecuador, Iraq 
Nigeria was unchanged. 

Analysts said OPEC lowered 
its output due to increased pro- 
duction discipline and declining 
world demand. 

“My sense is that the buyers 
are buying a little less because of 
(declining) seasonal demand, and 
that will probably drop further,’’ 
said Dillard Spriggs, president of 
Petroleum Analysis Ltd. 

“Oil prices are holding things 
together," said a supply analyst at 
a major U.S. oil company. “The 
United Arab Emirates, for inst- 
ance, is more willing to reduce 
production when prices are 
firm.” 

The United Arab Emirates 
showed the largest drop, with pro- 
duction dec lining to 1.3 million b/d 
in the first half of February from 
1.41 million b/d in January. 

Saudi Arabia's output fell ab- 
out 20,000 b/d to 4.67 million b/d 
but is expected to average near 
the kingdom’s quota of 4.524 
milli on b/d for the entire month, 
analysts said. 

Iran and possibly Kuwait raised 
output during the first half of 
February. Iran’s estimated output 
rose about 40,000 b/d to 2.68 


lowest' level since late 1981, 
according to London stockbroker 
James Capel and Co. 

_ Its prehnrinary estimate of 1.8 

view Iran’s output as . milli on b/d in January published 
ble. “Iran operates Friday compares with 2.04 mil- 
lion b/d last December and 2.56 
milli on b/d a year earlier. 

Most output from six oO fields 
was still shut after an explosion 
and fire destroyed Occidental 
Petroleum Coro’s Piper Alpha 
st Ju 


unpre 

with a mercantile strategy, lock- 
ing in others to the lowest pro- 
duction level, then squeezing 
every extra nickel out of the deal 
without ruining the deal,” said 
the supply analyst. 

Worldwide oil demand is ex- 
I to drop on a seasonal basis 
March, putting more pressure 
on OPEC to maintain production 
and price discipline, analysts said. 

While oil prices enjoy die fruits 
of the lower output March energy 
futures traded up 20 cents at 
$18.53 a barrel in New York Friday 
afternoon — analysts were not 
sure how kmg the reduced supply 
will last. 

“If prices are firm, there is a 
temptation to cheat on quotas," 
said Petroleum Finance Co’s 
Zanoyan. “If prices are not firm, 
there is a temptation to cheat by 
trying to make up in volume what 
is lost on lower- prices." 

Analysts said the key measure 
of OPECs success will come in 
the second quarter, when world 
ofl demand historically drops. 


British North Sea o0 output 
seen at 7-year low 


Meanwhile, accidents on oil 
installations have cut Britain's 
North Sea crude output to its 



World warns EC about 
ers of structural adjustment 


BRAZZAVILLE (R) — Third 
World nations Friday urged the 
European Community (EC) to * 
nvoid tying a new trade and aid 
treaty to programmes that might 
damage developing economies. 

They made their plea towards 
the end of a two-day ministerial 
r-eetiiiE between the 66-member 
.zrc-up of .African. Caribbean and 
•?ad0c ( ACP) nations and the EC 
held to discuss replacing the cur- 
rent five-year Lome Convention, 
which is worth about $9.5 billion 
and which expires in 1990. 

The ACP argued that existing 
World Bank and International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) program- 
tr.es, which help finance imports 
’ey cutting public spending, were 
:do concerned with figures and 
have in the past had disastrous 
! .social side-effects. 


“The IMF asks us to sack 
teachers, health workers and 
other people essential to our well- 
being in total disregard for the 
quality of life of our people. We 
want any EC programme to help 
health, education and welfare 
programmes," an ACP delegate 
said. 

Some EC donors say Lome aid 
could be better spent if it were 
focused on individual structural 


adjustment schemes, but the 
ACP fears the EC will coordinate 


closely with the World Bank and 
IMF and will devise programmes 
with conditions similar to those of 
the Washington-based agencies. 

“We will discuss conditionality 
but will not accept conditions the 
same as offered by the World 
Bank and the IMF,” one ACP 
diplomat said. 


“That’s too much of a black 
and white picture. We have to 
coordinate with die IMF and 
World Bank to be able to pro- 
duce a different but coherent 
programme. It does not mean 
we’ll be copying theiis,” Junior 
Dutch Foreign Minister Berend- 
Jan Baron van Voorst tot Voorst 
said. 

Although the Community has 
said it wlU devise original prog- 
rammes to take the social aspect 
into account, development ex- 
perts have said it does not 
have the financial or technical 
ability to compete with the two 
Washington-based institutions, 
something some EC diplomats 
realise. 

“To be honest,” I'd be asto- 
nished if the terms of our prog- 
rammes were much taxer than 


those of the IMF and World 
Bank. The Community isn’t quite 
sure what it wants,” said one 
senior EC diplomat, who de- 
clined to be named. 

“At the end of the day the 
litmus test is die likely impact on 
the social dimension. Our people 
have had enough social pam for a 
long time," said Jamaica’s EC 
Ambassador Leslie Wilson. 

ACP states say there is a link 
between low commodity prices 
and struct ur al adjustment prog- 
rammes to help countries which 
cannot pay their debts and have 
said the Community sonld pay 
more for their commodities. 

Earlier ACP officials reacted 
with mixed feelings to news that 
EC ministers would discuss Third 
World debt at two meetings set 
for March and June. 
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igary opens E. Europe’s first 
stern-style banking school 


‘BUDAPEST (R) — Hungary 
Friday opened Eastern Europe’s 
first school of Western-style 
“c 'inking, the latest sign of its 
determination to push towards a 
freer economy. 

Prime Minister Miklos Nemeth 
told the opening ceremony of the 
school, a joint venture with a 
French organisation, that what he 
culled “distorted ideology" had 
taken Hungary away from the 
main lines of development in 
Europe. 

“We would now like to come 
back to the main road.” he said. 

Hungary’s banking system 
must be reevaluated and entrep- 
reneurship should no longer be 
viewed with suspicion. 


He hoped the centre would 
become a focus of banker training 
in Eastern Europe, and later of 
Central Europe. 

The International Training 
Centre for Bankers Ltd. is a joint 
venture of 28 Hungarian financial 
groups and the Paris-based Cen- 
tre International de Formation de 
la Profession Bancaire. 

Representing the French part- 
ner, Jean Montgailiard said the 
Hungarian and French banking 
systems were part of the same 
family but had been “separated” 
for some time. 

“Now I have the feeling we are 
meeting again,” he said. 

The centre is another step to- 
wards Hungary's desire to 


readopt a market economy with 
tools and instruments usually re- 
garded as capitalist. 


/ 

Hungarian, Italian and U.S. 
businessmen founded a business 


school last November to train 
Hungarians as Western-style 
managers. A stock exchange, 
suppressed after the communist 
takeover 40 years ago, reopened 
in January. 



British inflation rises to 
highest level in six years 


LONDON (R) — British infla- 
tion hit a six-year high last month 
despite government efforts to 
curb consumer spending and cool 
a booming economy. 

The official retail price index, 
one of the main indicators of the 
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APARTMENTS FOR 
RENT 


Furnished or 
Unfurnished 

In Shmeisani. Sweifieh, 
Abdoun and many other 
locations. 


For more informa- 
tion please call Waef 
Real Estate at 685342 


economy, showed the animal in- 
flation rate rising sharply to 7.5 
per cent in January from 6.8 per 
cent in December. It was the 
highest annual rate since Septem- 
ber, 1982. 

Inflation, the government’s de- 
clared number one economic 
enemy, has spiralled from 3.3 per 
cent a year ago, driven in part by 
interest rates rises. Bank base 
rates have climbed in nine steps 
from 7.5 per cent in June to 13 
per cent. 

Employment Secretary Nor- 
man Fowler blamed the jump on 
higher borne loan mortgage rates, 
reflecting rises in bank rates, and 
higher motor insurance pre- 
miums, food costs and rail fares. 

“The government remains de- 
termined to bring inflation down 
and that is indicated by the chan- 
cellor’s action in raising interest 
rates... however, one consequ- 
ence of this is that inflation has 
risen in the short term,” he said 
in a statement. 


VILLA FOR SALE OR RENT 


We have a villa with good location in the first part of the 
Sweileh-Wadi Seer Road, opposite Elba House (Near ICS) 
can be let with or without furniture. 


Call tel; 841138 in the morning and 
tel; 841887 In the afternoon. 


FURNITURE FOR SALE 


For those who have a taste for modem & 
semi-classical furniture we sell at a reasonable price. 

Call us Sunday through Thursday this week 
only between 1:00 - 3:00 p.m. TeL No. 603225 


has risen from 70 to 105 million 
tonnes a year ago. 

However, output has been fall- 
ing steadily as giant, mature fields 
dry up and the government (foes 
not again expect to match the 
1985 peak of 127 million tonnes. 


Mexico offers reduction m oil 
exports 


platform last July, killing 167 
man. 

Three other fields closed dur- 
ing January after a storage tanker 
broke from its moorings and the 
Brent Delta platform shut: for 
the whole month after a gas leak. 

At its worst, some 550,000 b/d 
or up to 22 per cent of British oil 
output was lost, according to an 
energy department spokesman. 
But the amount of lost produc- 
tion is now 18 or 19 per cent as 
sane fields slowly resume opera- 
tions, he said. 

The spokesman said Noth Sea 
output would continue to be de- 
pressed this year by the effect of 
the Piper Alpha and other acci- 
dents. That could mean 95 to 115 
tonnes this year versus more than 
115 milli on tonnes last year. 

But the government has re- 
vised upwards its projections for 
future output due to new field 
discoveries and techniques which 
make it cheaper to extract oil 
from small, marginal fields. 

For instance, the forecast for 
1992 of 85 to 115 mini on tonnes 


On the other hand, Mexico's 
energy minister offered Friday to 


reduce oil exports by up to six per 
:produc- 


cem if other independent _ 
ers limit their exports and OPEC 
producers stick to their produc- 
tion agreement. 

“We are ready to reduce our 
export platform if it serves for 
something, if everyone does the 
same, if OPEC fulfils its objec- 
tives and if the other non-OPEC 
countries are ready to contri- 
bute,” Fernando Huiart told re- 
porters Friday. 

Asked how much Mexico was 
willing to cut exports, Huiart said 
it “would not be more than five 
or six per cent” of the country’s 
current level. 

Mexico, which is not a member 
of OPEC, exported around 135 
million b/d of crude last year. 

Hiriart said the offer would be 
taken up at a Feb. 21 meeting of 
independent producers and mem- 
bers of die OPEC group. 

President Carlos Salinas De 
Govtaxi’s 1989 budget, presented 
to the Mexican congress in De- 
cember, assumes target prices of 
$10 a barrel and an export reduc- 
ton of about five per cent to 1.3 
million barrels a day. 

As export prices for Mexican 
crude dropped below $10 a barrel 
October, Hiriart blasted 


in 


OPEC producers for overproduc- 
tion and engaging in a price war 
tht jeopardised Mexico's share in 
its principal market, the United 
States. 

Oil sales are Mexico's leading 
source of foreign income. 

Mexico, the world's sixth- 
largest ofl producer, softened 
its stand after OPEC agreed to 
cut production by four million 
barrels a day to 18.5 million 
barrels a day. 


Iran ’s future leader labels 
foreign 
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NICOSIA (Agencies) — Iran’s 
designated future leader. Ayatol- 
lah Hossein Ali Montazeri, has 
said Ihe private sector, rather 
than foreign money, should 
spearhead the country’s post-war 
reconstruction. 

“If we start thinking about 
forei gn borrowing it would mean 
se fling the country to foreigners,” 
the I ranian news agency ERNA, 
monitored in Nicosia, quoted him 
as saying in a speech to bazaar 
merchants. 

“Those who have rushed to us 
to offer so-called help for recon- 
struction — where were they dur- 
ing the war and hardships? they 
would not help us one bit,” he 
noted. 

I ranian leaders say they will 
use foreign help to repair billions 
of dollars of damage caused by 
eight years of war with Iraq, but 
they have differed on whether 
Iran should also seek foreign cre- 
dits. 

Montazeri, 66, chosen in 1985 
to succeed Ayatollah Ruhollah 
Khomeini as Iran’s supreme lead- 
er, said instead of borrowing the 
government should give- a free 
hand to the private sector to 
revive trade and industry. 

“The government cannot be a 
good businessman ... it is com- 
mitting a big mistake by taking 
over trade affairs which brings a 
lot -of harm to the society,” he 
said. 

Government officials, be said, 
should learn from Soviet author- 
ities “who after 70 years have 
come to the conclusion that the 
nationalisation of trade affairs 
was the cause of economic back- 
wardness.” 

Montazeri said Iran had the 
resources and population to build 
an independent economy, but the 
government must eliminate 
cumbersome bureaucracy which 
encouraged economic corruption. 

He added that the country 
could not effectively fight social 
corruption while three to four 
million people woe out of work, 
inflation was growing and goods 


B.P. profits fall 13% 


LONDON (R) — Oil giant Brit- 
ish Petroleum (B.P.) has 
announced a 13 per cent drop in 
1988 profits because of a weaker 
dollar and lower crude oil prices. 

British Petroleum Co. PLC, 
Britain’s biggest company, ranks 
number four in the world among 
oil multinationals in terms of 
sales, after AngJo-Dutch Shell 
Group and U.S.-based Exxon 
Corp. and Mobil Oil Co. 

B.P. posted net income of 
£1.21 billion ($2.14 billion), down 
from £1.39 billion ($2.46 billion) 
the previous year. This was on a 
so-called historic cost basis, 
valuing the firm’s oil stocks on 
what they cost to acquire. 

On a replacement cost basis, 
using the current market price for 
oil to value its stocks, net income 
rose to £1.44 billion ($2.5 billion) 
from £1.31 billion ($2.3 billion). 

Chairman Peter Walters told 
shareholders he saw a continued 
threat of an ofl glut and price 
volatility in 1989 although be 
noted crude prices had risen since 
November. 

“For B.P., reduced profits up- 
stream as a result of lower ofl 
prices are partially offset by good 
margins in the downstream oil 
and chemical businesses. These 
may not be as high as in 1988 
because of intensifying competi- 
tion,” he noted. 

B.P. was still on the lookout 
for opportunities to add value to 
its core businesses. He said the 
planned sale of mining interests 
would red dee assets outside oil 
and chemicals to less than 10 per 
cent of operating capital. 

By the end of 1988, B.P. had 
net proved crude reserves of 5.22 


billion barrels, around 219 mil- 
lion more than a year earlier. It 
produced 539 million barrels dur- 
ing the year. 

Walters said the joint effect of 
the $4.3 billion sale of die com- 
pany’s minerals interests and 
$1.95 billion bay-back of a ch unk 
of its shares held by the 
Kuwait Investment Office would 
increase the group's debt ratio. 

But he said he was confident 
the company could generate 
strong cash flows even with a 
weak ofl price and dollar. 

The deal to buy back 790 mil- 
lion of its shares from Kuwait 
would cut the Gulf Arab state’s 
state in B.P. to 9.9 per cent from 
the 21.6 per cent it amassed after 
a sell-off of the British govern- 
ment’s B.P. share flopped follow- 
ing the October 1987 crash. 

Britain bad ordered Kuwait, a 
major ofl producer, to lower its 
stake because it said the size of 
the holding posed a threat to 
British interests. 

Despite the lower earnings, the 
shareholders' final dividend rose 
by one pence (two cents) to 13.5 
pence (24 cents). 

The results were helped by a 
near doubling of profits in the 
chemical division, to £514 mfllion 
($910 million). 

Mineral interests — most of 
which are being sold to British- 
based RTZ Corp PLC — had 
higher profits of £304 million 
($538 million). 

B.P.'s nutrition interests, 
which some analysts believe may 
be sold, made profits of only £14 


million ($25 million) against £52 
million ($92 million). 


SEEKING SECRETARY 


Company seeks qualified secretary. 
Requirements: 


— Minimum 5 years experience in business sector. 

— Fluent in English & Arabic. 

— Proficient in typing and word processing. 


\ 


Send resum e/C. V. in English to 
Admin. Mgr., P.O. Box 35268, Amman 
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were in short supply. 


Turkey, Iran agree 
to increase trade volume 


Meanwhile, Turkey and Iran 
agreed to increase their trade 
volume to $2 billion this year in a 
protocol signed Friday at the end 
of a joint economic commission 
meeting. 

State Minister Yusuf Ozal told 
a news conference in Ankara that 
Turkey mil export chemical and 
industrial goods worth $1 trillion 
to Iran in 1989. And in return, he . 
said Turkey will buy five million 
tons of oil from Iran. 

Ozal said the two sides also 
decided to start preliminary stu- 
dies to set up a power grid con- 
’nection between Turkey arid 
Iran. 

Iranian Heavy Industry Muns- 


ter Behzat Nabavi said die two 
countries were more fikefy. to 
reach the trade target figure tins 
year as the Guff war was oyer. 

The volume of trade between’, 
the two countries. has. declined, 
steadily over the past three-years : 
from $2.9 bDfioa in 1985 to. $1 
billion in ihe first 11 months of 
last year. 

Premier Tnrgnt Ozal, who 
attended the signing ceremony , 
with his Iranian counterpart Hus- 
sem Mnsavi, tofd reporters that • 
Iran agreed .in principle to give 
Turkish constroctiqri compaqipsa .. 
share of contracts for war recon- 
struction. 

The premier said the sides also ; - 
agreed to study a project to. carry 
Iranian natural gas totheTmirish '''■ 
Metfitenancancoast witbapipe-. _■ 
line for the use of joint mdeknal 
installations. =•.- 
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U.S. ’88 trade deficit 
shr inks to $137 billion 
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WASHINGTON (K) — The. 
U.S. trade deficit in 1988 shrank 
to $137.34 billion, its lowest level 
in three years, as American ex- 
ports increased at three times the 
rate of import growth, the gov- 
ernment said Friday. 

For December alone, the de- 
ficit narrowed slightly to $11.89 
billion from $ 12.22 billion izt 
November as exports jumped 6.0 
cent to a monthly record of. 
.19 billion, outpacing a 3.3 per 
cent rise in imports to $41.09 
billion, also a record. 

The export boom appeared to 
level off toward the end of 1988, 
while foreign goods continued 
pouring into the country at a 
brisk pace,, leading some eco- 
nomists to conclude that the 
strides the country made" in -its 
trade balance have stalled. 

The December deficit was in 
line with the expectations of Wall 
Street economists and therefore 
-had no mare than, a momentary 
impact on financial markets, 
winch closely follow the govern- 
ment’s monthly trade reports. 


The U.S.-. trade deficit, whch /■ 
reached a' record $170.32 billion 
in 1987,' , -bas 

debates over unde rohey ^be- 
tween Congress andtforReagan 
atinrihistrati onand remains a( nja- 
jor problem for PrefldeM JSigh- . 

The latest., report,;. however' . 
prompted an.. upbear reaction . 
from- White ' 

Marlin FttzWaler^. ■, . : 1 

• “Ifs \gpod--hews,” Hfrwafer- 
told reporters m Sr. Lori& where ^ ' 
Bush was speaking. “Itdoesshpw ™ 
steady lianprovmnent/ a trend of • 
improvement.” 

Much of test year’s^ percent 
deficit reduction from 1987 came 
hr U.S. trade. with Western EuiOt : 
pe, where the gap shrank to . 
5l7.04bflikmfrom $30.22 btttioir. v 

Trade balance improvements .. : 
. with JJJS. trading partnersin Asia . 
were far more modest. The de- 
ficit Wi&JapanVfoel^ any 

coiunfry,; fell to $55.44 - trillion 
from$59.83bi!Eon,aiidtfiegap 
with neridy industrialised coun- 
tries in Asm fell fo $31.62 bflBon 
from $37i74 ilriffiotii -/ ' ’ ' ■ 
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FEMALE BUSINESS/PRODUCTION 
MANAGER 


Needed for international organisation for newly estab- 
lished small business. 

Qualifications: 

— 3 to 5 years experience in organising production and 
meeting targets. 

— Will consider energetic, sharp, recent graduate in 
business nutrition or design. 

— Must be self-starter interested in managing ail aspects 
of a new enterprise. 

— Fluent in English/Arabic. 

— Willing to work with low-income women. 

For more Information: 628760/656072. . 


Reuters announces 20.5% 
pre-tax profit increase 


LONDON (R) •— f The interna- 
tional news and iriformatiori 
agency Renters Holdings FLC has 
said its pre-tax profits rose by 

20.5 per cent in 1988. _ 

Reuters managing director 

Glen Renfrew said in a statement 
accompanying the . company's 
annual results he expected a re- 
cent rationalisation programme 
and several new products to aid 
the group's performance in the 
current year. 

“Gross new orders for Reuter 
products remain strong and, 
although cancellations are stiff 
heavy, the net new order rate is 
high enough to generate con- 
tinued good growth," he said. 

Reuters said pre-tax profits 
rose 20.5 per cent to £215.4 mil- 
lion ($376 million) in the year 
ending Dec. 31. 1988. The pier- 
tax profit margin had increased to 

21.5 per cent from 20.6 per cent. 

Renfrew said: “Barring addi- 
tional major setbacks for finan- 
cial markets or substantial further 
strengthening of sterling, Reuters 
should continue to do well.” 

The company said gross new 
orders for core information and 
dealing products remained near- 
record levels in 1988 and Large 
numbers of new subscribers were 
signed up. But cancellations were 
also heavy. 

Net new orders remained be- 
low the peaks of 1987 throughout 
the year, but high enough to 
produce good revenue growth, 
the company said, without giv ing 
figures. 

“Trading conditions were 
worst in major financial centres 
where growth had been most 
hectic,” Renfrew said in the 
statement. 

“However,, we enjoyed strong - 
growth in the emerging industrial 
powers of the Western Pacific and 
in some of the. nationaT markets 
of continental Europe,”' -he 
noted. 

Reuters said it had rationalised 
its management ■ structure and 
attac ked the costs of marketing, 
development, editorial and over- 
heads. The group’s structure is 
now based on three geographical 
areas instead of four and several 
regional administrations have 

been eHnrinflfftd - 

Five product groups have been 
created to. handle markwing arid- 
development. 


Revenue grew in 1988 by 15.7 
per cent. to. £1 bUEoti, ($1.76 Tril- 
lion). - - : ' 

Growth was resfrained by the 
hardening of stetiing againfr all 
Reuters major trading currencies 
except .the yen, by cancellationrif - 
subscription services and : by a 
decline in the sales ' of tramng- 
room systems by Reuters subsidi- 
ary Rich Inc. from the heights 
reached in 1987. The company 
gave no detailed figures. •• 
Reuters said tins annual growth 
rate - of technical development •: 
spending was cut to 15.7 per cent 
in 1988 from 105.7 'per cent Ip 
1987 but it still amounted to £55.2$ 
million X$973 miflipn).. • 

Capital roendingrose to £229/1 ; 
milBori ($403.2 ' . million), from ' 
£151-5 mflhoD ($266.6 million) iir 

Renfrew told a news, .confer- 
ence four major new products., 
arid benefits' from . a... recent 
rationalisation - programme. •. will ■ 
help growth in 1989, 2 

“I think- the' big difference this 
year is that we have four, at least 
four, major new products cpming 
on at once — more than we’ve - 
eve r had at once,” be saidr — ~ ' 
Renfrew said new.produCts-thfr.-r 
year in c lud e a genenp upgrading . , 
of real' time, information, pro- 
ducts, a. service called “Dea&gv -- 
2000 ” to generate more feesjxpTOZ'- 
foreign exchange transactions, a 
trading room system known as 
Triarch 2000” and expanskmfo - 
historical information services. > 
“I think we’re very well crimp- 
ped to grow,*.* be sakL 

Renfrew .declined: . comment... 
when asked if Reuters “A’ share- 1 
holders were -4mgoriafrng~ atf - 
sgreemeot which would- enable 
them to sell rome_or aff .of their ^ 
stock. • • r,V, 

Rewers “A” shareholder^ 
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(2.08;; metres) j»Swi ,32 points a 
game^RaShard tjriffiih is draw- 
ing plenty of anentk>A- from col- , 
lege feketib^rebaihes. Bid they 
wfll have to r w»It H wiutetb get 
him ■—*. he’s opJjft JA .years oUL 
College usually starts at age 18 


foe U.S. students. 

Griffith is described by ' his 
coach at Marcus Garvey 
elementary school as one of the 
most extraordinary prospects 
since National Basketball Asso- 
ciation legend Will Chamberlain. 

“I thought 1 was going to see a 




NBA Roundup 


NEW YORK (AT) — Here’s a 
-nu^rfWjifaul Bas fcet bafl, 
Association - games* Friday 


Hawks -468', Cavalerv 1 100 
ATLANTA (AF) Moses. 
Matoncscoradll of his 21 
; points mlbc fbsaf period, b> ' 
doffing four key. free throws 
and a dunk in the. final 1?27, 
powe r &i g the Atlanta Hawks to 
a ~ 168-100 victory ' over the 
Cleveland Cava&rs. 

The Hawks became the first 
team to belt Cleveland three 
times this season, despite Wew- 
ing a l^fdot third-quarter 
lead. 

Nets 129, 76ercI27 

PHILADELPHIA (AP) — Roy 
Hbboo scored six of Ms 24 
.points' in overtime, leading New. 
Jersey to a 129-127 victory over 
the Philadelphia 76ers, 

Ron Aadcnw bad 29 points 
and C3mrim BaiUey 28 for the 
76ers, who saw theh- . three- 
game winning streak end while 
the Nets snapped a three-game 
losing streak. . 

Heat 103, Hornets 102 - 
JVflAMI (AP) — Kory Sparrow 
beat tke.lwmr with a tarnar- 
oand jumper from the free- 
throw line, giving Miami a 103- 
102 victory over expansion riv- 
al Charlotte: : 

' The heat, uow 6-42, traded 
98-95, but a B-foot (4.5-njetre) 
shot and a 3-point dud by 
Sparrow tfedthe. game -at 100 


with 1:17 to play. 

Rockets 121, Nuggets 111 

-HOUSTON (AP) — Akeem 
Ohtfuwon bad 34 points and 15 
rebounds and Sleepy Floyd hit 
all live of Ms 3-point slims as 
the Houston Rockets defeated 
the Denver Nuggets 121-111. 

In (be fourth period, Ob- 
juwou scored seven straight 
points, putting Houston ahead 
97-89 with 8:50 to ptoy. 

Suns 135, Celtics 126 
PHOENIX (AP) — Tom Cham- 
bers scored 12 of Ms 40 points 
in the fourth quarter and keyed 
a decisive 16-6 run as -the 
Phoenix Suns beat Boston 135- 
126, sweeping the season series 
from the Critics for only the 
second time in 21 years. 

Eddie Johnson added 37 
points and Annan Gflliam 25 
for the Suns, who last swept a 
series from Boston in 1978-79. 
Supersonic 126, Bullets 112 

SEATTLE (AP) — Derrick 
McKey scored 26 points, in- 
cluding a rare four-point pipy, 
and Dale Ellis and Xavier 
McDaniel each added 24 
points, leading the Seattle Su- 
persedes to a 126-112 victory 
over the Washington Ballets. 

Tim Sonfcs, 21-4 at home this 
season, won despite losing 
starting power forward 
Michael Cage with a sprained 
right ankle with 2:58 left in the 
third quarter. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


"BY-CrtAffcES GOREN 
AND OMAR SHARIF 

• WH. Tn&un* Madia Bar vfcaa. lac. 


TAKE THE ONLY CHANCE 


Both Vuln^abte. Sooth deals. 

' - nDrtH : - 

:•'*? Q 7 6 : ' . . 

:'0: S.42 '•• • 

. . : A6S-2‘-. -. 

WEST . . EAST 
*. 7«^. -<Vt*3098Sl 

7 J 10942 ’<78 S3 
C 10 6 5 3 . '■ 09 7" 

* Q . : * A73 - 

/SOUTH 

- a K'.-;- / 

• ■ '7'AT 1 ■ 

OAKQJ 
* K J 10 94.. 

The bidding:'' 

South. , West, , North East. 

2 ♦ Pass .-'2' NT Pass. 

3 0 ‘ Pass' 4' '* Pirn 
6 * - Pass-. ' Pass .Pass 

Opatihg Jeadt lack of 9 
There are thosewho daimir is 
better to bc;bp^biricy.Muui rich. 
WeVe not convinced — money can 
provide considerable-. teim for an 
awful Jot of badTjrealts in Ofe. We 
are not sure of ^South’ s financial 
swadjafc buLffom this hand,wedo 
know that h e- is blessed with good 
fortuqe.. 

After Nmthjtook a dub prefer- 
eroer South dated to gamble on a 


small slam. After an, he needed no 
more than the queen of dubs in 
partner's hand to be a lock for 12 
tricks. 

West led the top of his heart se- 
quence, ^and the band was over at 
trick two. Declarer won and, with 
no -entry , to dummy to' take "the 
trump finesse, banged down the 
king of dubs. When that fetched the 
queen, declarer claimed all the tricks 
except for the ace of dubs. 

Now no one can quibble about 
the fact that declarer was lucky to 
find a singleton queen of dubs. 
However, we should give him credit 
for realizing that that was the only 
chance he had for his contract. 

If the trumps were 2-2, there was 
ho way declarer could have avoided 
losing two trump tricks, so he had to 
hope for a 3-1 spEi. And a singleton 
ace would not -have helped him. 
That would mean that one of the 
defenders held the queen guarded 
twice. A low trump from declarer 
would bring down the ace, but the 
queen would still be guarded and 
would hot drop under the king. 

Perhaps we should reconsider. 
There is something to be said for 
"buona fortune" at the bridge 
table. 
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THE BETTER HALF, 


By Harris 



r ‘TThe church ba2^ar is selling 
stuff people don’t use anymore. 
- Want to contribute your lips?” 
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- Unscramble ibftae four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to Form 

"tour ordinary words: 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
I £, by Henri Arnold and Bob Lee 

No ticket, no coat 
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YOU CAN'T SET RU7 
OF A SAP “TEMPER 
BYOOINSTHIS. 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


/ mu u m 


(Answers [ompnrow) 


= -DRAMA -BYGONE SCHEME 

1 : . -Answer ICr 


Credft flMflht be the means tci ifre Hke this— 

-KYOND-ONFS MEANS ' 


young kid slightly chunsy with 
good skills to work with. But 
what E saw shocked me," said 
Indiana assistant coach Joby 
Wright. “He has great vision, 
agility, quickness, hands and 
court awareness. He can domin- 
ate right now on the high school 
'level," 

Garvey coach Bercie Parrot 
says the future looks bright for 
Griffith. 

"If he keeps bis head together, 
keeps bis books up (studies 
diligently) — and he*s doing a 
fine job of that now — he should 
turn out to be fine athlete." 
Parrot said. ‘The sky's the limit if 
be stays healthy." 

Parrot said he has talked to 
coaches who observed Chamber- 
lain at the same age, and say 
Griffith is mo^e advanced. Pre- 
dictions are that the boy could 
reach 7-5 (2.25 metres). 

Chamberlain was 6-11 (2.10 
metres) when he enrolled in Phi- 
ladelphia's Overbrook high 
school in 1951 and he wrote in 
"Wilt," his autobiography that "2 
had college and pro scouts look- 
ing at me by the time 1 was in the 
ninth grade." 

At least 50 colleges have sent 
“profile charts" for Griffith to fill 
out so they can monitor his prog- 
ress in the next two or three 
years. 

But Griffith already is tiring of 
the fuss. 

T didn't know what to expect 
at first," Griffith said. “My coach 
told me it would be like this and 
to be prepared. But it's starting to 
get on my nerves when somebody 
calls you up and tells you why you 
should go to their high school. 

“Some have even been rude to 
my mother and I don't appreciate 
that at all." 

Mrs. Griffith, a Chicago transit 
authority bus driver, insists her 
son take his schoolwork as 
seriously as basketball. 


Honeyghan 


ban after 
drugs tests 

LAS VEGAS (AP) — British 
welterweight Lloyd Honeyghan 
faces a possible fine and suspen- 
sion after testing positive for a 
painkii ling drug, a Nevada boxing 
official said Friday, 

Honeyghan tested positive for 
the drug after losing his World 
Boxing Council welterweight title 
to Marlon Starling in a eighth 
round knockout on Feb. 4. 

"We're going to be tough with 
this one and we’re going to make 
sure it’s not done again in this 
state," said Dr. Elias Ghanem 
chairman of the Nevada State 
Athletic Commission. 

Ghanem said Honeyghan and 
his handlers were specifically 
warned before the fight that they 
must clear any medications they 
planned to use with the commis 
sion, but they secretly injected 
lidocaine into the boxer. 

Ghanem said the commission 
had dearly stated its position 
about Udocaine when it fined 
junior middleweight Robert 
Hines and super middleweight 
James Kinchen $750 for using the 
substance in fights held in Las 
Vegas in November. 

“We said it loud and clear last 
time that this won't be tolerated 
any more,” said Ghanem. "Then 
we told them right before they 
fight, if they're going to take any 
medicine or injections they have 
to make sure the commission 
approves of it ahead of time. 

Ghanem, a medical doctor, 
said lidocaine is a painkilling 
agent similar to novicaine given 
patients in a dentist's office. It is 
commonly used in injections for 
relief of tennis elbow or bursitis. 


SPORTS IN BRIEF 


World Cup ski event cancelled 

OSLO, Norway (AP) — A World Cup event in ski jumping 
scheduled for March 2 in Skuibakken near Oslo has been 
cancelled due to lack of snow, organiser Baerun Skiklubb 
announced. The club said transportation of snow from the 
mountains, or use of snow-producing machinery, have been 
outruled hecaus of high costs- 

Graf ploughs on 

FAIRFAX, Virginia (AP) — Steffi Graf, continuing her metho- 
dical devastation of the field in the Virgmia "Slims of Washington 
. tournament, blasted seven aces Friday In a 6-1 victory over. 
Helen Kelesi that put her In the semifianls of the $300,000 
tournament. Graf needed only 49 minutes to eliminate Canada's 
top-ranked player, surrendering only seven points on her serve 
and 25 overall. Graf has now lost only three games in three 
matches this week and has averaged a mere 43 minutes per 
outing. She will next face the winner of the Natalia Zvereva-Leila 
Meskhi match, which was to be held Friday evening. 

Claydon grabs halfway lead 

MELBOURNE (AP) — English amateur champion Russell 
Claydon fired a 4-under-par 69 Friday to earn a share of the 
halfway lead at the Australian Masters championship. Claydon 
was at 11-imder-par 135 after 36 holes along with Australian Peter 
Fowler and Craig Parry. "I enjoyed it again, it was good fun,” he 
said. The chunky Briton added the 69 to his first round score of 
66. Parry had a 67 Friday, while Parry shot a 68. Australian Bob 
Shearer, who shot a 69, was next at- 136. Two shots back were 
New Zealander Greg Waite, who had a 71, and Australian Greg 
Norman, who recorded his second successive 69 over the par-73, 
6,955-yard Huntingdale course. Claydon said he believed he 
could win the event. 

Calvin Smith says he was cheated 

TORONTO (AP) — Calvin Smith, the 100-metre world record 
holder until Ben Johnson broke his mark at the 1987 world 
championships in Rome, says he feels cheated out of track and 
field's most coveted record. Smith's mark of 9.93 seconds stood 
for four years until Johnson ran a 9.83 in Rome. The U.S. sprinter 
suspected then that Johnson was using performance -eniiancing 
drugs and that belief has strengthened since Johnson's disqual- 
ification for steroid use at the 1988 Seoul Olympics. "1 don’t think 
he could have gone that fast without the drugs," Smith said 
Thursday in a telephone interview from his Honda home. 
"Knowing Ben and his progression and the way I feel things went 
along the last two years. I did not feel he could set a world record. 
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HOROSCOPE 


YOUR 
DRILY 

As Charted By The Carroll (tighter Astrological Foundation 

LIBRA (Sept. 23 Lo Oct- 22) You 
may be saying "why me" when an 
unpleasant situation presents itself. 
Blaming fate will not forestall the 
need to make chansm. 

SCORPIO fOct/23 to Now. 21) 
There is no time or place more ap- 
propriate than now to show others 
how much you care about them. 
Use your positive thoughts. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dee. 
21) Yon feel good. Enjoy driving 
somewhere. Practical things may 
be set aside today. Keep discus- 
sions light and easygoing. 

CAPRICORN (Dee. 22 to Jan. H» 
When you worry money leaves your 
hands rapidly. Make contact with 
older people. The evening hoars 
1 music. 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: 
There is a feeling of mental pressure 
along with a need to communicate. 
The tendency is to talk about mat- 
ters that are sensitive and to say 
things that are confusing- So before 
speaking, think about the effect 
your words will have. 

ARIES (Mar. 21 to Apr. 19) Never 
give up — keep an laughing and 
Aries, the Ram. wins every time. 
Get back to your true spirit as 
positive energy is flowing again. 

TAURUS (Apr. 20 to May 20) 
Shop for home furnishings and plan 
springtime maintenance projects. A 
short trip to a favorite spot is 
recommended. 

GEMINI (May 21 to June 21) The 
■day may fed like not much is hap 
pening The later day brings lively 
action with friends and family. - 
Domestic affairs rate high. 

MOON CHILDREN (June 22 to 
JnL 22) Lend support to 
family member's projects, 
when to stand pat and when to give 
in where sharing is involved. 

LEO (JuL 22 to Ang. 21) Avoid 
dwelling on frustrations from the 
past. Set a new agenda that is more 
eventful. Avoid playing favorites 
when dealing with ribBngs. 

VIRGO (Aug. 22 to Sept. 22) 
Change your thinking to positive 
- and throw out emotional spooks 
that affect self-confidence and 
security. Prepare for the week 
ahead. ' 


AQUARIUS {Jan. 21 to Feb. 19) 
Relationships are light and cheery. 
Heart-to-heart talks with ytair com- 
panion are good for mutual hap- 
piness. Preserve your strength. 

PISCES (Feb. 20 to Mar. 20) At- 
titudes improve and a cloudy day 
turns to emotional sunshine. Seek 
out areas of future disagreement 
and mend your fences today. 

If Yonr Child Is Born Today 
He w she wifi be last, alert, 
friendly and gregarious. Your son 
or daughter will show mental 
brilliance, but may have difficulty 
with formal education in the later 
grades. Don't e xpe ct to 
with your progeny aa he or she i 
always be one step ahead of you. 


Wimbledon, Liverpool claw back 


LONDON (R) — Reigning F.A. Cop champions Wimbledon 
and beaten finalists Liverpool flirted with fifth rotmd defeat 
Saturday before turning up the power to snuff out the 
ambitions of Grimsby and Hull. 


Half-time inspired visions of 
glory for the two northeastern 
dubs with Grimsby, from the 
lower reaches of the Fourth Divi- 
sion, leading Wimbledon 1-0 and 
second division Hull 2-] ahead 
against Liverpool. 

But the dreams lasted little 
longer than the interval. The two 
matches had barely restarted be- 
fore the big-name clubs took con- 
trol to record wins by 2-1 and 3-2 
respectively. 

John Aldridge produced a dou- 
ble strike for Liverpool in the 
space of 60 seconds, equalising 
with a header from a cross by 
Peter Beardsley in the 52nd mi- 
nute and then putting the visitors 
in front when he converted a 
header from Steve McMahon for 
a final score of 3-2. 

A defensive blunder by Grims- 


by let John Fas harm past to 
equalise in the 57th minute and 
Terry Phelan dived to head home 
a cross from Dennis Wise three 
minutes later. Wise himself made 
it 3-1 with an injury time goal. 

Manchester United were given 
a harder time than expected at 
second division Bournemouth, 
who knocked them out of the cup 
in 1984. 

Mark Hughes put United 
ahead in the 53rd minute with his 
15th goal of the season but Tre- 
vor Aylott equalised 19 minutes 
later and the two sides will replay 
at Old Trafford Wednesday to 
decide who goes into next 
month's quarter-finals. 

Hull’s home tie at least gave 
their star striker Keith Edwards, - 
the leading scorer in all competi- 
tions among current players, the 


chance to equal his personal re- 
cord of scoring in eight successive 
games. 

Edwards gave Hull a 2-1 lead 
one minute before the interval 
when he seized on a header from 
Billy Whitehurst, author of the 
side’s first goal in the 34th minute 
after John Barnes had scored for 
Liverpool. 

Favourites Liverpool, already 
missing striker Ian Rush because 
of a knee injury, also lost Scottish 
international defender Gary Gil- 
lespie just 10 minutes into the 
match when he was hurt in a dash 
with Andy Payton. 

West Ham survived to reach 
the quarter-finals despite being 
reduced to 10 men for the whole 
of the second half at Charlton. 

Midfielder Mark Ward was 
sent off in the 44th minute for 
elbowing Colin Pates In the face. 

But 19-year-old Stuart Slater, 
who underwent knee surgery only 
three weeks ago. took advantage 
of a hesitant Charlton defence to 


trickle the ball past goalkeeper 
Bob Bolder in the 53rd minute 
and maintain West Ham’s record 
of eight wins in eight F.A. Cup 
meetings with their fellow-Lon- 
doners. 

Sheffield United were left curs- 
ing an own goal by Steve Thomp- 
son after Norwich beat them 3-2 
to reach the quarter-finals for the 
first time in six years. 

Thompson’s error gave Nor- 
wich an early lead and though 
Brian Deane equalised, Malcolm 
Allen slotted home a second-half 
penalty to put the home side 
ahead again. Tony Agana made it 
2-2 one minute later but Dale 
Gordon scored a close-range win- 
ner for Norwich nine minutes 
before the final whistle. 

With their major rivals occu- 
pied with the cup — Nottingham 
Forest and Watford play their 
fifth round tie Sunday — Arsenal 
missed a clear chance to double 
their First Division lead to six 
points. 


McEnroe to 
face Becker 
in semis 

MILAN, Italy (AP) — Third- 
seeded John McEnroe breezed 
past young Soviet Andrei Cher- 
kasov 6-2, 6-2 Friday night to 
earn a semifinal berth against 
top-seeded Boris Becker in the 
$492 ,500 Stella Artois indoor ten- 
nis championships. 

Becker, a 21 -year-old West 
German ranking 4th in the world, 
struggled one hour and 59 mi- 
nutes before defeating unseeded 
Swede Christian Bergstrom 7-6, 
7-5 at Milan’s Palatrussardt 
arena. 

The other semifinal, Saturday, 1 
will pit two un seeded players — 
West Germany's Eric Jelen and 
Alexander Volkov of the Soviet 
Union. 

McEnroe, who is seeking his 
fifth victory in Milan, took 57 
minutes to defeat Cherkasov, 
who had been dubbed as a spoiler 
following upsets wins against 
fifth-seeded Henri Leconte of 
France and experienced Austro- . 
lian Wally Masur m the two' 
previous rounds. 

McEnroe, combining winning 
volleys with powerful serves ana 
well placed returns, overwhelmed 
Cheikasov, a 18-year-old native 
of Kaliningrad. The veteran ' 
American player has conceded 
only L4 games to the. opponents in . 
the tournament so far. . 

McEnroe, who is ranking 9th in 
the world, broke the opponent’s 
serve twice in each set. 

“1 felt comfortable, I never had 
problems," McEnroe said after 
victory. 

"Cherkasov looked like a play- 
er of great potential. But experi- 
ence allowed me to manipulate 
the play, and he became discour- 
aged." 

Becker certainly had problems 
in his quarterfinal match. 

Bergstrom, 21, played consis- 
tent tennis and fine backhand 
shots from the baseline to step 
close to a sensational victory. 

The Swede led 8-7 in the first 
set tie-break. Two winning vol- 
leys and a doubtful ace gave 
Becker a hard-fought 10-8 lead in 
the breaker and the set. 


World Youth Soccer Cup 

Iraq beats Norway, Brazil 
tower over East Germany 


TAIF (AP) — Spain on Friday 
weathered a furious rally by 
Argentina, recording an upset in 
group D of the world youth soc- 
cer cup championships. 

Ironically, it was a penalty 
which decided the issue 2-1 in 
Spain's favour as the teams bat- 
tled for the full 90 minutes at a 
fast tempo. 

The teams were level 1-2 at 
half-time. 

The victory may assure Spain's 
successful move into the quarter- 
finals following their victory over 
the most accomplished team in 
the group which also includes 
Norway and Iraq. 

Iraq beat Norway 1-0 in the 
other match' played in this moun- 
tainous resort city of Sandi Ara- 
bia’s western province. 

Argentina began well and there 
was a 12th minute goal from 
skipper Diego Pablo Simeone, 
but two defensive lapses cost the 
Argentines. 

Goalkeeper Roberto Oscar 
Bonano's failure to hold onto a 
high pass from Moises Garcia 
Leon in the 27th minute tied the 
scare. -and a 57th minute penalty 
^by David VtUabona Etxaleku sea- 
led Spain’s victory. 

Match play was last and at 
times rough. Two Argentines — 
Diego Pablo Simeone and Fer- 
nando Ariel Batista — and three 
Spaniards Felipe Herrero Baeza, 
David Villabona Etxaleku and 
Justo Ruiz Gonzalez — were 
shown the yellow card. 

The Argentines could still have 
come with full points had Hum- 
berto Fabian Biazotti capitalised 
on the two clear chances created 
by Diego Pablo Simeone, who 
had to scythe through a host of 
defenders in the later stages of 
the second half to put his col- 
league dear. 

But on both occasions, Hum- 
berto Fabian Biazotti struck 
straight into a charging goalkeep- 
er Jose Santiago Canizares Ruiz. 


Diego Pablo Simeone was the 
most valuable player, even strik- 
ing the free-kick from the top of 
the box. The ball curled over the 
wall and into the net. 

But the Argentine joy was 
short-lived as 15 minutes later 
Moises Garcia -Leon showed su- 
perb opportunism by running in 
the ball after Argentina goal- 
keeper Roberto Oscar Bonano 
blea fumbled a high back pass. 

And when Carlos Gustavo 
Gastaldi was penalised for hand- 
ling inside the penalty area while 
trying to avert a high centre from 
Antonio Pinilla Miranda, the ba- 
lance swung in Spain's favour. 
David Villabona Etxaleku’s sure 
shot from the spot clinched the 
issue. 

In the earlier group D match, 
Iraq too gained full points from 
their match against Norway when 
they won 1-0. But they had mis- 
sed an early first-half penalty. 

The goal was scored by Sad- 
dam Menshed Naiem. 

DAMMAM (AP) — The Soviets 
beat Syria 3-1 in a fast game 
Friday in group B matches of the 
5th world youth soccer cup cham- 
pionships. 

The Russians took the offen- 
sive when Serguei Kiriakov 
scored the first goal in the 29th 
minute of the first half. 

The Syrians took many chances 
in desperate bids after being 
egged on by the large contingent 
of their fans, drawn from the 
expatriate community that works 
in Saudi Arabia. 

Yasser Sibai was the only scor- 
er from the Syrian side, shooting 
the ball into the Russian goal in 
the I9th minute in the second 
half. 

On the Russian side. Oleg 
Salenko was the top scorer with 
two goals to his credit, both in the 
second half. The first came in the 
4th minute and the second in the 
38th minute. 


The Syrians started putting 
pressure on the Russians, and in 
the second half play switched 
quickly between the goals. They 
brought in Ali Sheik Dib, replac- 
ing Abdullah Saddikah in the 
28th minute of the second half. 

The Syrian coach. Ibrahinove 
Bakhdir, who- is a Russian, told 
newsmen later that the team was 
“unexperienced." 

He also complained that the 
team “did not follow his instruc- 
tions.” 

Bakhdir also said Arab teams 
“tend to concentrate more on the 
offensive, and forget the de- 
fense" side of the game. The 
coach said be was trying to 
change that, but had “not suc- 
ceeded with this team." 

Soviet coach Boris Ignatev said 
he was frankly “surprised” and 
"pleased" with the results, yet 
complained about his team's per- 
formance while praising the Sy- 
rians for their tactics. 

"We could not fulfil the goals 
set, and the performance of the 
team was not up to par in this 
game," he said. 

He also said there were a lot of 
tactical errors his team had made, 
and they performed poorly de- 
fence-wise. 

In Jeddah, Brazil gave a clas- 
sical display in the youth welfare 
stadium to confirm its favourite 
status by defeating East Germany 
2-0 in a group C match of the 
championship. 

Twice champions Brazil vir- 
tually ran rings around the East 
Germans, whose attempt at man- 
to-man marking proved ineffec- 
tive against accurate passing. 

The goals came in both halves. 
Mancelo Henrique Dos Santos 
headed in the first in the 36th 
minute, and Ricardo Franca 
scored the second in the 65th 
minute to give Brazil maximum 
points from its first outing in the 
group. 
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Premadasa names cabinet 


COLOMBO (AP) — President 
Ranasinghe Premadasa Satur- 
day swore in 21 cabinet minis- 
ters but retained three posts for 
himself, including the defence 
portfolio. 

Premadasa, who was elected 
president two months ago and 
whose United National Party 

won a parliamentary majority 

Wednesday in the bloodiest 
election in Sri I ankan history, 
did not designate a prime 
minister immediately. 

More than 1,000 people were 
killed in the five-week-long 
campaign, including 56 on elec- 
tion day. Authorities blamed 
most of the deaths on a 
Sinhalese extremist group, the 
People's Liberation Front, but 
said some killings were carried 
out by Tamil separatist guer- 
rillas. 

The new cabinet is domin- 
ated by Sinhalese, the ethnic 
majority that has controlled the 
island nation's government and 
military establishment since in- 
dependence from Britain in 
1948. Two Muslims and one 
Tamil joined 18 Sinhalese 
ministers. 


In addition to beading the 
ministry of defence, Premadasa 
also will serve as minister for 
planning and for promotion of 
Buddhism, the faith of most 
Sinhalese. 

An official in the president’s 
secretariat, speaking on condi- 
tion of anonymity, said minis- 
ters would soon be appointed to 
foster Hinduism, the religion of 
the Tamil minority, and Islam, 
but that these ministers would 
not bold cabinet rank. 

Lilith Athnlathmudali, who 
was minister of national secur- 
ity in former President Juntas 
R. Jayewardeae's cabinet, was 
given the agriculture portfolio. 
Premadasa abolished the 
Ministry of National Security, 
and party sources sakl Athn- 
bthmodali was a leading con- 
tender for prime minister. 

In the Sri Lankan govern- 
ment system, the presidency is 
the most powerful post. The 
prime minister's job consists 
primarily of helping carry oat 
government programmes. 

Foremost on Premadasa's 
list of priorities is an anti- 
poverty programme that he be- 


lieves wiD help ease ethnic ten- 
sions. 

The new foreign minister is 
Raajan Wgeratae, chairman 
of the United National Party. 
Hie finance minister is D.B. 
Wijetnnge, who was telecom- 
munications minister under 
Jayewardene. 

Shah al Hameed, a Muslim 
and the previous foreign minis- 
ter, was named minister of high 
education, science and tech- 
nology. 

The United National Party 
won 125 of the 225 parliament 
seats in an election that both 
Sinhalese extremists and Tamil 
separatists tried to disrupt. Ab- 
out 63 per cent of the country's 
93 eligible voters turned oat to 
cast ballots, despite the death 
threats by extremists. 

Sinhalese make up about 75 
per cent of the population of 16 
million people, while Tamils 
account for 18 per cent and 
Muslims about seven per cent. 

The Tamil separatist war in 
northern and eastern Sri Lanka 
broke out in 1983 and has 
fhiiwwl more than 8,500 lives. 


Iran rejects Rushdie apology 


Yugoslavia party reshuffled 


BELGRADE (AP) — The 
Yugoslav Communist Party’s 
Central Committee expelled four 
top officials Friday, including a 
former party chief, and named 33 
new members, the official news 
agency' reported. 

The closed-door session of the 
policy-setting body also accepted 
the resignation of Raif Diz- 
darevic. Yugoslavia's current 
state president, from membership 
in the Central Committee. Diz- 
darevic’s resignation conformed 
with a new policy requiring a 
separation of party and state 
functions. 

Thirty-three new members 
were elected to the 165-person 
committee before its session en- 
ded late Friday, reported the 
official news agency, Tanjug. 

The new committee officials 
replaced members whose resigna- 
tions had been announced before 
the meeting. Most of the new 
members were from the province 
of Vojvodina and the republic of 
Montenegro, where the local par- 
ty leaderships resigned under 


popular pressure. 

The committee meeting was 
part of the party's efforts to sort 
out Yugoslavia's complex politic- 
al, economic and social problems 
by bringing in younger men to 
replace leaders who have failed to 
tackle the country's past difficul- 
ties. 

The Central Committee de- 
cided last October to renew about 
one-third of its membership, but 
ruled that officials could no lon- 
ger hold a top party post at the 
same time as serving in a state or 
federal government position. 

Friday's meeting also was the 
latest in a string of Central Com- 
mittee meetings aimed at trying 
to end quarrelling among party 
leaders. 

The popularity of the League 
of Communists, as the party is 
officially known, has declined in 
recent yean because its leaders 
have failed to solve Yugoslavia's 
economic crisis. 

Social unrest is growing be- 
cause of the country's 300-per 
cent inflation rate, 17-per cent 


Arctic probe reveals signs 
of ozone layer breakdown 


OSLO (R) — The Earth's protec- 
tive ozone layer seems to have 
broken down over the Arctic, a 
team of international scientists 
said Friday, but it is not yet dear 
to what extent pollution may be 
to blame. 

About 150 scientists from va- 
rious countries have been investi- 
gating the ozone layer for six 
weeks from a base in Stavanger 
on Norway’s west coast. 

The project, known offidaily 
as the Airborne Arctic Stratos- 
pheric Experiment, was com- 
pleted at the end of last week. In 
a statement summarising their 
first findings, the srientists said: 

"Measurements carried out to- 
wards the end of the project 
indicate that a photochemical 
breakdown of ozone has taken 


place... the stratospheric chemic- 
al composition over the Arctic 
area was found to be strongly 
disturbed." 

“Further analysis of the data 
will be needed before one will be 
able to categorically state that 
this is the case." 

“We have to take this serious- 
ly," said Professor Ivar Isaksen of 
Oslo University’s department of 
geophysics. “The ozone layer over 
the Arctic is increasingly break- 
ing down." 

“We have the same process in 
the Arctic as we had in the 
Antarctic," Isaksen, who took 
part in the project, told a news 
conference. 

In 1987, srientists discovered a 
large hole in the ozone layer 
above the Antarctic and earlier 


this week Canadian srientists said 
they had found clouds of frozen 
nitric add eating up the ozone 
layer above the North Pole. 

Isaksen, emphasising that the 
projects’s preliminary findings 
would need further investigation, 
said there was no hole in the 
ozone layer over the Arctic. But 
he could give no precise figures 
on the extent of ozone depletion. 

“It is difficult to conclude what 
has been caused by chemical acti- 
vities and what is due to natural 
change.” he added. 

Many scientists have blamed 
the release of chemicals called 
chlorofluorocarbons (CFOS) into 
the atmosphere for problems with 
the ozone layer. CFCS are used 
in aerosols, to cool refrigerators 
and to produce plastic foam. 


Balloonist gives up crossing attempt 


TOKYO ( AP) — A fishing vessel 
Saturday sailed toward 38- year- 
old Fumio Niwa. who was float- 
ing in the tiny gondola of his 
helium balloon after giving up his 
attempt to cross the Pacific 
Ocean solo. 

Niwa gave up his attempt be- 
cause of uncooperative winds and 
ditched into the ocean 2,500 
kilometres southeast of Tokyo, 
said Kenji Fukawa. Niwa’s pro- 
ject spokesman. 

Guided by an anti-submarine 
aircraft, the number one Yasuei- 
Maru. a 59-ionne boat fishing in 
the area where Niwa came down, 
set out in the afternoon to 
attempt the rescue, said a mari- 
time safety agency official. 

The vessel was expected to 
reach Niwa before midnight 


Saturday (1500 GMT) but could 
be delayed due to strong winds 
and rough seas, said the official, 
speaking on condition of anony- 
mity. 

On Saturday afternoon, a 
Soviet freighter passed near the 
balloonist but before Niwa could 
make radio contact, large waves 
shifted his globular gondola out 
of the area, said another mari- 
time agency official. 

At one point, Niwa opened a 
window at the top of his gondola 
to let in fresh air and combat a 
bout of severe seasickness, offi- 
cials said. Despite the waves, he 
reported that no water entered 
the tiny capsule, measuring 1.8 
metres in diameter, said Fukawa, 
quoting a P-3C pilot who had 
radio contact with Niwa. 


Hie balloonist took off from 
his hometown of Yokohama, 
near Tokyo, early Wednesday 
with seven days' worth of food on 
board. He originally planned to 
reach his target of San Diego in 
about four days by grabbing a 
ride on the jet stream, the high- 
speed, high-altitude winds that 
generally blow west to east. 

But since bis departure, the 
winds have curved northerly to- 
ward Alaska, forcing Niwa to stay 
at a low altitude. 

Niwa, an experienced balloon- 
ist. quit his job with a computer 
firm three months ago to prepare 
for the journey. 

In 1981. four men successfully 
crossed the Pacific Ocean by bal- 
loon for the first time, but no one 
has travelled the distance alone. 


NICOSIA (R) — Iran’s official news agency,IRNA, 
said Saturday a statement by Salman Rushdie 
regretting distress caused to Muslims by his novel 
‘The Satanic Verses’ fell short of public repentance. 


unemployment and declining liv- 
ing standards. 

In the poor southern province 
of Kosovo, authorities have failed 
to halt ethnic strife between the 
Albanian majority and the Slavic 
minority. The Slavs say the Alba- 
nians discriminate against them. 

Milanko Renovica, 60, Yugos- 
lav party chief from 1986-87, and 
three other senior officials from 
the central republic of Bosnia 
were ousted by the Central Com- 
mittee for misusing government 
money to build holiday homes in 
the Adriatic resort of Neurn, Tan- 
jug said. 

Like Renovica. the other three 
ousted Bosnian officials were 
longtime regional bosses — Mato 
Andric, 60. Nikola Stojanovic, 
55, and Hrovoje Istuk, also 55. 

The Neum scandal, in which 
dozens of Bosnian politicians 
were found to have used their 
political clout to illegally obtain 
bank loans on giveaway terms, 
has caused the downfall of almost 
the entire ruling elite in that 
region. 


IRNA quoted Rushdie's state- 
ment in full but said he had 
“made no indication of his re- 
pentance or that his slanderous 
book would be withdrawn." 

Iran's spiritual leader Ayotol- 
lah RuhoOah Khomeini lastTues- 
day ordered Muslims to kfll the 
British novelist for blaspheming 
the Islamic faith. Iranian clerics 
have placed a bounty of up to $6 
million on his head. 

IRNA said in a commentary: 
“Muslim heretic Salman Rushdie 
has formally apologised for his 
slanderous book on Islam." 

But it said Rushdie made no 
indication of repentance or that 
he would withdraw his book. 

Rushdie “had been under 
growing pressure to make a pub- 
lic repentance that his statement 
is seen falling well short of." 

The statement followed hours 
of meetings between the novelist 
and his publishers. Viking Pen- 
guin, who had also received death 
threats shortly after publication 
of the book five months ago. 

The statement was immediate- 
ly welcomed by some members of 
Britain's Muslim community. The 
Islamic Society for the Promotion 
of Religious Tolerance said in a 
statement: 

“We very much welcome Mr. 
Rushdie's apology and hope that 
it will now pave the way out of 
this unfortunate crisis." 

The British government had 
made clear its displeasure over 
Khomeini's order but adopted a 
low-key response because of fears 
for three of its nationals held 
hostage by pro-Iranian groups in 
T«banon. 

The Foreign Office said 
Wednesday that it was freezing 
plans to increase its embassy staff 


‘Poverty a 
bomb ready 
to explode’ 

GENEVA (R) — Argentine 
Foreign Minister Dante Caputo 
said Friday that Third World 
poverty was a bomb ready to 
explode. 

No one could reasonably be 
expected to travel unconcernedly 
on a ship carrying a bomb some- 
where on deck. 

“Yet this is the social and 
economic situation of the Third 
World. It is like a bomb ready to 
explode on this Earth,” he told 
1,400 delegates from over 100 
nations attending the annual 
meeting of the U.N. Human 
Rights Commission. 

Caputo, addressing the com- 
mission as president of the United 
Nations General Assembly, said 
major progress had been 
achieved towards disarmament 
and the solution of regional con- 
flicts thunks to improved super- 
power relations. 

There was more interdepend- 
ence in the world but that was no 
guarantee of peace when two- 
t birds of mankind enjoyed neith- 
er freedom nor well-being, he 
added. 

There had never been so many 
democracies in Latin America 
but they were “poor democra- 
cies'' and the continent's new- 
found freedom was threatened by 
ieft-and right-wing terrorists. 

Caputo cited the case of his 
own country where a far-left 
guerrilla group attacked a milit- 
ary base on the outskirts of 
Buenos Aires Jan. 23. 

Unlike what happened during 
| wbat he called Argentina's 
“dark night" when a military 
dictatorship ruthlessly suppressed 
leftist guerrillas. Argentina would 
respond to terrorist aggression 
while exercising the fullest re- 
spect for human rights, he said. 

“This is what makes us super- 
ior to them,'* he said, adding: 
“There is a two-fold challenge to 
human rights — to preserve free- 
dom and to do so through legal 
means.” 


WORLD NEWS IN BRIEF 


Dalai Lama wants talks 

DHARMSALA. India (AP) — The Dalai Lama, temporal and 
spiritual leader of Tibetans, says he hopes talks with Chinese 
officials on the future of his homeland will take place in one or 
two months in Geneva. A tape recording of the Dalai Lama's 
remarks, made Thursday at a religious gathering in a remote part 
of India, was released Saturday in Dharmsala, headquarters of 
the Tibetan government-in -exile. The Dalai Lama, revered by his 
followers ns a god- king and the 14th reincarnation of Buddha, 
said he may join the talks if they progress well. He spoke to about 
1,500 Tibetan refugees at Bir, 70 kilometres north of Dharmsala 
in the Himalayan foothills, where he inaugurated a Buddhist 
monastrv. 

North trial to start Tuesday 

WASHINGTON (R) — The trial of former White House aide 
Oliver North in the Iran-contra case will start next Tuesday, 
according to the U.S. district court. “The jury will be sworn in 
and the trial will start at 9:30 a.m. (1430 GMT) Tuesday morning, 
Feb. 21,” a telephone tape-recording prepared by court officials 
announced Friday afternoon. Although the most serious conspira- 
cy charges against him have been dropped. North is charged with 


lying to Cbngress, shredding secret documents and using govern- 
ment money for himself in a plan to divert funds to the 
Nicaraguan contra rebels from secret U.S- arms sales to Iran. The 
stan of the trial comes after several months of delays while 
lawyers for North and special prosecutor Lawrence Walsh 
wrangled over how to protect evidence that the government fears 
might threaten national security if it was made public. 

Hudson’s lover awarded more money 

LOS ANGELES (R) — A jury that awarded the male lover of the 
late film star rock Hudson $14.5 million Wednesday gave him 
another $7.25 million Friday. Hudson’s lover. Marc Christian, 
had originally sought $11 million on the grounds Hudson and his 
former private secretary, Mark Miller, had engaged in outrageous 
conduct by concealing the fact that Hudson had AIDS. After 
ruling Hudson's estate would have to pay Christian $14.5 million 
in compensatory damages, the jury decided Friday that Miller 
would have to pay $7.25 million. The jury decided Hudson, who 
died in October 1985. and Miller had intentionally concealed from 
Christian, a former bartender, that Hudson was suffering from 
AIDS while continuing to have sex with him. Christian elatedly 
told reporters: “I thought maybe $1 million, or $2 million. It was 
just a total shock.” 


in Tehran but stopped short of 
breaking relations which were 
restored to full diplomatic status 
only three months ago. 

The Foreign Office was not con- 
sulted on the contents of the 
statement but a spokesman said 
the publishers bad been in touch 
with officials since the uproar 
began. 

“If the statement serves to cool 
passions then nobody could say 
that was not a good thing," the 
spokesman said. 

There was no immediate reac- 
tion from the more fundamental- 
ist Muslim leaders in Britain, 
some of whom burned the book 
in ffie northern city of Bradford 
last month. 

Iranian demonstrators stoned 
the British embassy in Tehran 
Wednesday in protest at the book 
but none of the three diplomats 
and support staff was hurt. 

Rushdie. 41, said earlier that 
his fictional book, a surrealistic 
account of a battle between good 


and evil, was not meant as an 
insult to Muslims. 

France said Saturday its ambas- 
sador to Iran would not return to 
Tehran for the time being pend- 
ing consultations on the Iranian 
threat to kill the author. 

A government spokesman said 
envoy Christian Graeff was now 
in Paris and had been asked by 
Foreign Minister Roland Dumas 
to postpone bis return to Iran. He 
confirmed the move was linked 
to the Rushdie threat, which 
Paris has condemned. 

The spokesman said Graeff 
had been due to return to Iran 
Sunday. He noted that Dumas 
and his 11 European Com m u n ity 
(EC) colleagues would be discus- 
sing the crisis at a regular meeting 
in Brussels next week. 

West Germany said Friday it 
had withdrawn its charge d'af- 
faires from Tehran for consulta- 


tion. . .. 

The ministry said it recognised 
that the novel could offend Mus- 
lims but was disturbed by death 
threats from Iranian’ leaders, due 
to go on sale in Italy in translation 
next week. 

The police sources said senior 
an ti-terrorist officers had met ex- 
ecutives of Italian publishers- 
Amoldo Mondadori Editore Spa 
in Milan Friday to discuss security 
precautions. 

The statement was the first 
official Italian response in the. 
international controversy over 
Rushdie’s novel. 

Muslim students , in Europe 
have. pledged to try to kill Rush- 
die in compliance with the 
Khomeini's wishes, Tehran 
Radio said Saturday. ■; ... 



Seoul haircuts caiL 
ruin your health; 


SEOUL (R) — MenTn the South : 
Korean Capital mtf more risk.oT 
contracting venereal disease : jit\- 
die barber's than- in- one- 
city's brothels^ according 
health ministry report released - 
Friday. A' mitBStty bffirial .^sastP 
the report, basedos- a “blood-. 
samp ling raid'’ of 150 . barber .. 
shops in Seoul mghtfifo disfricts^ 
showed more, than one-jo-fifef; 
female employees. ' 

with syphilis, gonorrhea or_feome ? ■> 
other sexually transmitted 
ease. No . instances. 1 of* ai 
immune deficiency --sjh 


tions after Khomeini ordered the’ saying members would do all they 
killing. could to obey the Iranian leader* s 

The Italian Foreign Ministry order. 

Friday ruled out a ban on Salman “We. . . will utilise all our capa- 
Rusbdie’s controversial novel bilities to obey and implement 
“The Satanic Verses” and police the religious decree of the imam 
sources said the Italian publishers of die nation." the statement 
would be given special protec- said. 


7* # ' ■■ •. (AIDS) were recorder] 

The radio quoted a statement South Korean hafrdrcssm£ SJtfdOj 
from the Union of Islamic Stu- prov ide curtajned-off euWcte&jl 
dents' Associations «n Europe as ^ low ^ lighting r ^ ^' 
ying members would do all they nrovide whai 
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Officials plan for second 
round of Kampuchea talks 


BliKn 


JAKARTA (AP) — Public 
optimism mixed with antagonism 
Saturday as officials made final 
preparations for a second round 
of multilateral peace talks on 
Kampuchea. 

“I believe we have come to a 
final stage of the problem," said 
Hun Sen, prime minister of Kam- 
puchea's pro- Vietnamese govern- 
ment, upon arrival in Jakarta 
Saturday. 

Vietnamese Foreign Minister 
Nguyen Co Thach said half of 
the talks’ obstacles have been 
surmounted and he was deter- 
mined to achieve successful 
multilateral talks on ending his 
country's occupation of Kam- 
puchea. 

But the other participants in 
the talks have shown little in- 
terest in making compromises to 
end the 10-year-old war. 

The three-day talks are to be- 
gin Sunday and will bring 
together Vietnam, the govern- 
ment Vietnam installed in Kam- 
puchea, and the three guerrilla 
groups battling them. Western 
and Asian allies of the two sides 
also will participate. 

Thach d aimed that 50 per cent 
of the problem already has been 
solved, and said that he would 


work hand to make the talks a 
success. 

Khieu Samphan, nominal lead- 
er of the largest guerrilla group, 
the Khmer Rouge, said in a state- 
ment upon his arrival that he 
would “spare no efforts" to .get 
the conflict resolved as soon as 
possible, but he repeated a guer- 
rilla peace plan that the other side 
already has rejected. 

The antagonisms were obvious 
during sessions of the lower-level 
“working groups” that have been 
working since Thursday to pre- 
pare for the talks.- ‘ 

The sharp exchanges have cast 
doubt on whether any progress 
will be made in the talks seeking 
to end the war that erupted after 
Vietnamese troops invaded Kam- 
puchea in December 1978 and 
ousted the Khmer Rouge. 

The talks will also involve the 
pro-resistance Association of 
Southeast Asian Nations 
(ASEAN) — Indonesia, Thai- 
land. the Philippines, Singapore, 
Malaysia and Brunei. 

The resistance is an uneasy 
alliance of the communist Khmer 
Rouge, the non-communist 
Khmer People’s National Libera- 
tion Front of former Kam- 
puchean Premier Son Sann, and 


followers of former Kampuchean 
leader Prince Norodom Siha- 
nouk. 

The resistance and Vietnam 
also engaged in sharp exchanges 
at the first round of multilateral 
talks, held just outside Jakarta ' 
last July. But consensus was 
reached on some issues. . 

Hie warring parties gp into the 
talks touting peace plans already 
rejected by the other ride. Siha- 
nouk has stated he will not attend, 
the talks because his proposals 
had already been dismissed. His - 
son will represent the Sihanouk 
faction. . ’ _ 

The representative of the Viet- ... 
namese-installed government; 
Hor Nam Hong, Friday repeated 
his government's rejection- of the : 
resistance demand that die gov- 
ernment be dismantled and a new < 
provisional r government : formed:, 
before a general election is heid. . 

Hong has offered a "national 
reconciliation council” headed, by 
Sihanouk to organise the elec- 
tion, but said the pro- Vietnamese 
government must continue- to 
overfee the country's ^ministra- 
tion until results of the polling. 
The res istance says elections can- 
not beUee-and fair-under these 
conditions. 
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from Kalach, was 'bora-esgfct 
mpntfis agb: Thfc ubcon yeritipnail 
■ ca tfalfe^w^SprnTrith-a sbpftCTr 

-thari^nnal laH *“and R- Vefy- 
flamboyant ", says TASS ..-adding 
that its ty^ extraJegs look exactly 
like its normal four'— excef&tbat 
they grow upwards. \‘ 
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CoflUdncn 
By Bert H. Knur 


ACROSS 
1 Chin, nana 

34 Threw - 

80 Main artery 

86 Auto pioneer 

5 Flavor! id 

(stormed) 

61 Eton 

87 Kilmer concern 

18 Natty kid 

35 Trapped 

83 Ecru 

88 Concord or 

14 Uke Itw piper 

39 Hesitate 

84 Dugoul canoe 

muecal 

18 Dickens wHs 

40 Links lads 

87 — apple 

80 SJL rodent 

19 Hldessiemer 

43 Staple sugar 

88 US statesman 

93 Sparta Ion on 

2D South Bend 

44 Ood of love 

71 Sky altar 

occasion 

team 

45 Low-down 

72 MstScaUon unit 

94 BaBsy or While 

21 Eye asroroealy 

46 Fabrics 

73 Moss of 

95 He-mmr'a 

22 Beach 

47 Errtr* — 

musicals 

pride 

attire 

48 Do wrong 

74 Easily handled 

97 Brain centers 

24 Vandals' IL raid 

49 COP members 

as s ship 

102 Atr. fox 

28 US natural 1st 

53 Haring 

75 Kkrgpfci 

103 Buenos — 

27 “1 PagHsccT 

embankments 

78 Prior to 

104 emerge 

down 

54 Wane 

77 Umpire's 

105 Arrow 

29 Eur. subways 

30 Reed or (MBs 

56 Motion priests 

57 — blanches 

decision 
61 Mska cold 

poison 
106 Raced 

81 A Hot Tie 

(brssdrootsl 

82 Stated 

107 Fountain ol 

Roof 

58 Roo! overhangs 

84 Flore mm's 

music 

32 fcKSsn garment 

SO — Flow Clear 

waterfront 

108 Pita up 

33 Chinese: prof. 

Scot) 

85 Drinker 

109 Triton 


DOWN 

1 Commercials 

2 Cal grass 

3 Onsssla 

4 S te reotyped 
•dors 

5 Vuip 

■ Dutch island 
7 OUas 


9 Women 

tymho Beaky 

10 WM 
producer 

11 P u erto — 

12 Ingota 

IS Legendary 


15 Stravinsky 

10 Saflore’ saint 
17 Poor grades 


20 “A House — 
Hons" 

23 Oomtopo « 

25 Houss plants 
28 Ot the eer 

30 Certain suits 

31 BJbUcsl spy 

32 Lops 

33 Fr. river Fr. 

35 Paradises 

36 Music periodical 

37 A Louder 

38 Fasts 

38 Tare *4 

40 Stores 

41 Columbus tosL 

42 Serious play 
45 Stephen 

Vincent — 

47 Try lor 

48 Cleaves 

50 Within the tow 

51 Representation 


52 Antic 

53 — RabetUon 
(RJ. uprising] 

55 OaRbet opera 
57 Balance 
59 Syriac script 
M Separately 

81 Worid-weery 

82 Worship 

83 Revealed 
65 Russian 

mountains 
86 Title 
68 Eateries 
68 Pits breed 
sandwiches 
to — Vegas 
73 Duffer's 
advantage 
75 Array clergyman 

77 Like a delta 

78 Certain cards 

79 At Hbeity 


Diagramiess I9 X It. By Crafe Srkelli 


ACROSS 
1 A Max. food 
S Algerian port 
8 Book beck 
7 Gangs tor's gun 

10 Recorded In a 
way 

11 Utmost degree 

12 February ques- 
tion. Brat part 

15 Strong 
wind 

16 Keatsien poem 

17 Prohibit 


DOWN 

1 Push over 

2 “Tempest" 
sprite 

3 Sweet snack . 

4 Single person 
§ Uttered 

7 Growl 
I Hone o> the 
Braves 

g Hit - on the 
heed 
10 Pair 


18 Modem day 
Persia 

18 Eager 
desire 

21 IISNA word 

25 Make excessive 
claims lor 

28 Jeweled 
headdresses 

30 Small 
songbird 

31 Legal matter 

32 Loyal 


13 Rowboat needs 

14 Far how 
lavorttes 

15 Sweethearts 
20 Arana 

tfiout 

22 Lest word ot 
12A 

23 Cod ot war 

24 Falls behind 
26 Heraldic band 
26 Atr. grassland 


36 Everything 
counted 

39 del 

40 Rebellions 
age Inst 

government 
43 — Francisco 
46 Stringed 
Instrument - 

46 Space batsman 
certain objects 

47 Fortresses 

■50 Esdushra group 


27 Real beings 

29 Kitchen utensil 

30 "Able - I 
ere-" 

33 Blue dye 

34 Army 
personnel 

35 — Avfv 

37 Auditory 

38 It. money 

41 S wi mm e r 

42 Extreatfnaiy 


80 Lasy one's 
problem 

81 Mariner's need 
83 Saw the sights 

87 her was to 
love tier" 

1 Burns) 

88 Class 

88 Lotharios 
BO Expressions at 
discovery 

91 React 10 a 
shock 

92 Sa fc w tributary 
S3 Mr. Parka 

9< Tower Me 
M Skedaddle 

98 Royal Wrs. 

99 Comp. pL 
100. Famous Eng. 

gardens 
101 Matched 
Ele cti on 


51 Stop on — 

52 Maple genus 

54 Tchra.' gp. 

55 Sheep sound 
58 Ceramic piece 
S8 Last 

61 Acorn tree 

62 Potato pancake 

53 Literary Initials 
64 — touch 

85 — even keel 
68 Sound part of 
12A 


43 Frighten 

44 Help out 
48 Concluding 

word 

40 Fhed lime 
HmH 

S3 BPOE word 

55 Haul, study 

56 Inquires 

57 Devoured 
60 Tide 

64 Unruly crowd 



1. A mountain may be a motehut Ural fra* been ek»h biawtenp iB 

2. Bashfar waffflowtr blushed when bookish bey shyK-ukedher to 
daocr.at church social. 

3. Poor sloppy young lady sdedtfet may n arHhmcik 

questions and, zero in etiquette.' .. . ■. - 

4- Physics principle? Nevec'sever a heavy lever. • - ' ' 
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